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he could _remember that the place

where the Jackson County Courthouse
is today was just woods. He did not
know much about the War Between the
States because it was back in those
days when the Negroes were treated
harshly. She said the old Brown or
Kirby Mansion, which has been torn
down, was partly built by Mr. Bibbs.

Herememberedplowingfields with a
mule. At one time, he plowed a whole
field by himself. He believed that hard
work was the reason he lives so long.

Interviewer: Mar tha Craft
Interviewee:Rene Bibbs

Judge Virgil Bouldin
Judge Virgil Bouldin’sfirst ancestors

beat the Mayflower to America by ten
years. Thomas Bouldin, a farmer from
England, came over on the Swan to
assist John Smith in the fight against
hunger in Jamestown. His futurewife,
Mary, came over with a shipload of
women who did this for the purpose of
marrying these men.

Judge Bouldin was the son of John
and Mae Ann Bouldin. He was born on
October 20, 1866, on a farm in Paint
Rock Valley. Of the twelve children in
the family eleven went on to college.

The judge was very intelligent man.
Heheld many degrees which included:
AB., L. L. B.,andL. L. D. Heattended
college at Buritt College, Winchester
College, and Lebanon College.

Judge Bouldin was married right
before he left to serve in the Spanish‑
AmericanWar.Becauseof the shortage
of men during the war, his wife served
asamailcarrier. In the lineof duty, she
caught pneumonia and laterdied.

When a college was founded in
Scottsboroin 1890, the peoplerefusedto
allow their children to attend theschool
because of a typhoid. epidemic. Judge
Bouldin had fresh water piped into
Scottsboro and the typhoid
disappeared.

Judge Bouldinwas very religiousand
taught the men’s Sunday School class
for the First Baptist Church in
Scottsboro for many years.

After heretiredfrom the Supreme
Court of Alabama where he gained the
reputation of being the most-quoted
personever to serve fromthis group,he
lived in a house on Scott Street. Judge
Bouldin died on July 28, 1949.

Interviewers:
Gina Sheppard
Tom Gibson
Pam McGinty
P a m Sims

Interviewers:
Mr. Virgil Bouldin
Mr. Joe Dawson

Dr. John Harvey Boyd
Dr. John Harvey Boyd practiced

medicinein Jackson County for twenty‑
nine years. He was the grandfather of
Miss Mary Cotten and Mrs. Annie Lee
Webb, who presently reside on East
Willow Street in Scottsboro.

D r . Boyd was originally f rom
Virginia. He later lived in Huntsville,
Henryville ( w h i c h is in Marshall
County), Larkinsville and then
Scottsboro. He went to schools in
Lebanon and Nashville, Tennessee, and
in Kentucky where he finished medical
school.

D r .Boydhadthree sons who became
doctors. They were Andy, Ed,and Hugh
Boyd. They all practiced medicine in
Scottsboro. Healso hada daughter who
‐ motherof Miss Cotten andMrs.
Webb.

D r.John Harvey Boydwas often paid
with eggs, butter, meat, or whatever
his patients had. He traveled on
horseback carrying his medicine in
saddlebags. If he had to travel as far as
Langston or Section, he would have to
stay overnight because of the long
journey.

Dr. Boyd did not have modern
science to use. He often operated on a
tableonhis back porch oronapatient’s
kitchen table. His only light was a coal
oil lamp. Heonce removeda man’s eye
on his porch.

A doctor in the 1800's followed a very
difficult profession. Very few people
today would travel across the country
for hours to be paid with whatever a

patient had, as D r . Boyd did.

Interviewers:
Stanley Woodall
Nita Brown

Interviewees:
Miss Mary Cotten
Mrs. Annie Lee Webb

W.R.W. Cobb
W.R.W. Cobb was the first man from

Jackson County to serve as United
States Representative from the eighth
district.Heowned a plantationbetween
Scottsboro and Pikeville, on which
several slaves worked. He was tall and
ruggedly built, and although hewas not
highly educated, he had a keen sense
of management and a good business
mind.

W.R.W. Cobb became well known to
the local people by peddling clocks

around the county. Exactly why a
plantation owner would peddle clocks
cannot bedetermined, but it is possible
that it was more of an avocation than
means of earning livelihood.

His initial involvement with politics
came when he ran for the Alabama
State Legislature and won. While
serving in the Legislature he amended
a bil lwhich dealt with families in debt.
The old bill stated that families in debt
would have to give up al l their
belongings except a table and chairs.
The new, amended version, known as
the “Crockery Bil l ,” stated that debtor
families would be allowed to keep six
cups, six saucers, six plates, and six
forks, knives and spoons, since these
seem to be more necessary for survival
than tables and chairs.

In 1874heranfor U.S.Representative
from the Eighth District. Although he
was a dark-horse candidate, hewon the
election. (Bob Jones is the only other
man from Jackson County to serve in
this capacity.)

Congressman Cobb served from 1847
to 1861, when he left the room with the
other southern congressmen after they
had decided to secede from the Union.
Interviewer: John Newman
Interviewee: Eliza Hackworth

Monroe Cook
Mr. Monroe Cook was born in the

year 1890. He was raised around
Hollywood, and while living there, he
took the responsibility of farming at the
age of eight. At this time only mules
were used,and he was sosmall he had
to stretch to reach the plow.

Even though he only finished
approximately the ninth grade, he was
excellent with numbers.

Monroe Cook married Miss Dora
Jane Matthews in 1915, when he was
twenty-five. They had five children,
three boys and two girls.

He movedhis family to Scottsboro in
1926 when he began working at Word
Motor Company as a car salesman. He
was one of the leading salesmen in the
county. He sold more cars than any two
salesmen together.

With the promise of electricity many
people became eager to purchase an
electric washing machine. Mr. Cook
sold these machines even before the
purchaser’s electricity was
established. These people would keep
their machines sometimes a year
before they could use them.

Mr. Cook’s first house in Scottsboro
was on the corner of Charlotte and
Houston Streets. The house caught fire
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few still in existence today. In it he

carries frozen foods, canned goods,
fruits, and essentially what might be
found in a country store.
M r. Gibson was born on March 16,

1905, in Hollywood, Alabama. He was
the oldest of five children, and
therefore maintained a tremendous
responsibility.The Gibsonshada small
farm in Hollywood, where Robert
faithfully helped his father tend his
crops.
OnFeb r u a r y7 , 1927,Robert married

Myrtle Brooks, also from Hollywood.
They made their home at Hollywood,
where they raised five children. They
now have twelve grandchildren.
BeforeMr. Gibson startedhis rolling

storehe was a farmer, andheworked a
couple of years with the T.V.A. too. In
1940 he started driving a rolling store
for another man. He continued this for
several years and then branched out
into a store of his own.
During his thirty-two years he has

had seven trucks, three of which were
new. He drives approximately sixty
miles a day, going six days a week,
untilrecently,when hediscontinuedhis
Monday route. Mr. Gibson has not
missed over twenty days because of
sickness or a death in the family.
Another interesting fact is that he has
never had an accident or even an
attempt of robbery.

Mr. Gibsonalso owns agrocery store
at Mud Creek on Highway 72, from
which he operates his rolling store. His
wife and youngest son operate the
grocery store while he is on the road.
Interviewers:

Cindy Kirby
Pam Turner

Interviewee: Robert W. Gibson

Mr. Joseph William Hale
Mr. Joe Hale quit school after about

the sixth or seventh grade, but to this
day a certain resident of Scottsboro,
Alabama, declares that he was one of
the most well-read persons in
Scottsboro. The last school he attended
was in Section, Alabama, and since he
lived at the foot of Sand Mountain, he
had to walk up the mountain every day
to get to school. After Mr. Hale quit
school, he helpedhis father in his store
which was commonly known as Uncle
John Hale's store and was located at
the foot of Sand Mountain near the
Section Ferry. He also farmed during
his teenage years. Mr. Joe Hale was
drafted during World War I and was
stationedin Germanymost of this time.
Hewas there when the Armistice was
signed.

After the war M r. Hale returned to
Jackson County where he met Fannie
Walker. They weremarriedin 1924. At
this time Mr. Hale was a commercial

fisherman, and two years after their
marriage, the Hales lived on @
houseboat at Capertown’s Fe r r y in
Stevenson, Alabama. The houseboat
was secured to land by ropes tied to
trees along the bank of the river. They
livedon the houseboat for twelve years
duringwhich time they hadadaughter
whom they named Jo Anne.

The Hale family moved to Tennessee
where M r . Hale continued his
commercial fishing. The family then
moved back to Section and from there
to Scottsboro. Mrs. Joe Hale still lives
in Scottsboro, Alabama, in the same
house where they lived when the Hale
family first moved here.

Interviewer: Cindy Cotten
Interviewee: Mrs. Joe Hale

Mrs. Annie D. Harris
Mrs. Annie D. Harris was the person

that I interviewed. She told me about
her family, the Jacobs.
Her grandfather’s family was

originally from middle Tennessee. He
and his two older sons fought in the
Civil War, but later on he was sent
home because he had dysentery. He
later died with this sickness. The two
older sons were Willis and Dallas
Jacobs. Mrs. Harris’ father was the
younger brother, who was too young
to fight in the war. Her grandfather's
trade was that of a mason.

During the war the Jacobs family
heard that the Yankees were coming,
so the family hid all their silver and
horses. When the troops came, they
were considerate and nice to them.
They said that they would not harm
them. The troops were camped across
the road and kept their word.

In 1890 the Jacobs moved to
Scottsboro. Mrs. Harris’ father was a
trader. Hewould buy landand then sell
it for a higher price. This is how he
made his living, by using his head
instead of his hands. He was also the
founder of J.C. Jacobs Banking
Company.

Mrs. Harris attended school where
the Scottsboro Junior H igh is today
and her home was where the Jacobs
Bank is today. The school had a fence
around it and stiles to keep animals in.
If one attended school, one’s parents

paid for the education. When funds for
the school would run out, the school
wouldclosedown.Mrs.Harris attended
the Baptist Institute and graduated
from there. She also graduated from a
college in Nashville that no longer
exists.

Mrs. Harr is married a Baptist
preacher, M.L. Harris, and brought up

five children.

Interviewer: Steve Gravitt
Interviewee: Mrs. Annie D. Hatris

Pleasant Hodges
Great- g rea t - great-grandfather

Pleasant Hodges came to Jackson
County from Virginia with his father,
John, about 1815.Hewas the originator
of the large Hodges family that now
exists in Jackson County. He died
sometime during the Civil War.

Pleasant Hodges’ son, Robert J.
Hodges, my great-great-grandfather,
was probably the most prominent man
ever in the Hodges family. Robert J.
Hodgesservedaterm asCommissioner
of Marshall County. He rana store in
Woodville in 1879-80.Hewas best known
for being on the jury that tried and
convicted t h e noted bandit, Frank
James, in Federal Court inHuntsville,
Alabama, about 1884.

My grandmother told me about two
mennamedJamesandHy Whitecotton,
who were the leaders of a band of
Confederate renegades during the
CivilWar. They were killed in 1869 at a
Masonic Picnic near Woodville in a
fight with PleasantWoodall andhis son,
David. The story was told to my
grandmother by her step-mother,
whose grandfather was present at the
picnic. The Whitecotton’s graves are
said to belocatedin Thomas Cove near
Woodville.

Interviewer: Dale Hodges
Interviewee: Callie Hodges

“Lynus”
Relying on information given to him

by his father, R.C. Johnson told me
about one of Jackson County’s early
drunks, who shall hereafter be
fict i t iously referred to as Lynus .
During his time, Jackson County was
wet; sowas he. Lynus tried everything
in the book to make money to pay for
his whiskey.

Mr.Johnson told meof one especially
interesting thing Lynus did. About
twelve o’clock one hot Saturday, Lynus
wanted a drink. He had only one
problem-no money. He had only one
way to getmoney,andthatwas to steal.
Lynuscouldnot figure out what to steal
when he suddenly spied a watermelon
patch. The thought came to his mind
that peoplewouldbuy amelononsuch a
hot day.

Lynuspulleda few andtook theminto
town to sell them. His first customer
was the owner of the patch, and the
watermelons were a special type that
only he grew. Needless to say, this
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In the Mapleshomethere were seven

children: two girls, Ann and Will, and
five boys, Emmett, Jack, John,
Houston. and Jim. Maples was a
serious manandwas not known to Joke
or “fool around” with his children. He
was not really strict. He talked to his
children instead of whipping them.
Mrs. Maples did the whipping and was
the “‘boss”’ of the family. However, Dr.
Maplesfelt aneducationwas important
and he would sit down to help his
children. All seven children went to
college.

D r. Maples could always be seen
wearing a suit~-even in the summer. He
lived near the Harris Livery Stable
where he kept his two horses. The
Maples home was at the end of the
present day Market Street near the
depot. The doctor could catch the train
to see his patients who lived too far out
for him to ride his horse. To cross the
river, the doctor used the ferries. These
were propelledby oars and sometimes
rowed by one man.

Dr. Maples’ office was on the square
where Wales Jewelry is now located.
Peoplewould rideonhorseback or mule
into town to get the doctor. Usually at
one house there would be a message
that someone on the next farm wanted
to see him.

Nobody had to have means of paying
him because his first interest was
treating the illness. He was very
charitable and it could be said that no
one needing medical attention ever
failed to receive that attention from Dr.
Maples.

There are many interesting facts
about Doctor Maples’ practice. These
listed are just a few. Dr. Maples did all
his own office work. He kept his own
records because he did not have a
secretary. Doctor Maples read the
current medical journals to keep
himself up to date. He wrote
prescriptions but carried enough drugs
with him to treat the person at their
home. There was nohospital in town so
most surgery cases were taken to
Nashville. Maples did set broken bones
similar to the way physicians do now,
but he used wooden splints instead of
metal ones. Jack Maples also
remembers that his father treated the
men wounded in shoot-outs on the
square.

Some common diseases at this time
were typhoid, tuberculosis and
malaria. There were often Malaria
epidemics. Sometimes the doctor was
out al l night treating people. The
doctor’s interest in malaria was shown
by a paper he wrote. The American
Medical Association requested he read
this paper before them. Dr. Maples’
paper explained that quinine stopped
the chills caused by malaria. His son
said it is believed Dr. Maples was the

first doctor in the UnitedStates to know
this. His reputation as a physician was
notconfined to Jackson County. He was
recognizedby theState MedicalSociety
as one of the outstanding physicians of
the professionand in 1890was elected a
counselor. Dr. Maples believed in his
profession and let nothing come
between him and the practice of
healing.

He was also interested in civic
matters and was a member of the
Scottsboro towncouncil five years and
was county health officer for two terms.

D r. Maples was honest in his work,
his civic duty, his life. He is remem‑
bered in this area as a physicial of
never-ending patience who put the

jth and well-being of those he
treated first in every way.

Interviewers:
Pat ty Mullaney
Sharon Wolf
Teresa Akin

Interviewees:
Mrs. M.L. Harris
Mrs. Bil l Heath
Mrs . Jack Maples
Mrs. Houston Maples

Nathan McBride
NathanMcBridewasaGreenBeretand

has made acareerofthe army. Once
when he was in Cambodia, during the
Vietnamese War, the fighting was very
heavy. Nathan had a very close friend

rom.
killed, and he:carried his body almost
three and one-half miles through
fi g h t i n gto get him to a helicopter.

Interviewer: Kathy Keller
Interviewee: Nathan McBride

Milo Moody
Mr.Joe Dawsonrelated the following

story about Mr. Milo Moody, an
outstanding defense attorney. He was
“one of the last of the old-time, what
would be referred to as country-type,
lawyers.” He grew up in Langston,
Alabama, and practiced law in
Scottsboro for more than sixty years.
Hehad a general law practice-mainly
the defense of people charged with
criminal violations‐and some civil
practice.

“He was a rather comical attorney.
He always had some comical answer
and was a very dangerous adversary
before a jury because he was a very
strong speaker. Hehada great way of
convincing the jury that his theory of

6

what he was trying to put over to them
was correct.

“ M r. Moody had a very unique
expressionthat would especially amuse
the younger lawyers, as I was at the
time I cameto Scottsboro.He would tell
us of some experience, and then he
would say that it was the funniest
experience, or that was the strongest
experience, or the greatest experience
that he’d ever had while he was
practicing law, and that he’d been
Practicing law for twenty-five years.
He stayed with that ‘twenty-five years’
until after he hadbeen practicing more
than sixty years. He never did move it
up any.

“He liked to tell about his successes,
but like all other lawyers he never did
like to talk much about the ones he
failed on.

“He was a much sought-after man
when people were charged with the
violation of serious criminal laws, like
murder cases and things like that,
becausehe wasa very able lawyer and
a very smart man. Mr. Moody had the
reputation of being one of the best
pleaders that had ever practiced the
Scottsboro Bar.”

Mr. Dawson added that Mr. Moody
was a country lawyer. He believed in
speaking long, loud, and convincingly.
His legal papers were very short, but
they contained all the information
needed. Hewas not a modern man. His
office and equipment were not fancy,
ana be was not found in his office very
m u c h .

“Tn his later years he had offices up
in the Hackworth Building, and he did
not stay in his office. Hestood down on
the street in front of his office all the
time. When anybody went by that he
knew,he’d stop them and talk. I always
knew pretty well what he was going to
tell mebecausehe’dtold these same old
stories over and over, so you’d get to
where you’d avoid being stopped
because he was gonna stand there and
tell youhisold success stories over and
over. He very seldom stayed up in his
office. He stood down in front, and if
anybody wanted to see him, why, he’d
go upstairs with them, and when they
left he’d come down with them and
stand there until another client came
along and then they’d go back up.

“One story he ( M r . Moody) used to
tell was that he was the first lawyer in
Scottsboro that ever collected a fee of
one thousanddollars for representing a
man in a criminal case. He won that
one. I believe hesaid that he told aman
that if he won the case, he’d charge
him a thousand dollars, and the man
said ‘ I f you win i t , I ' l l pay you
a thousand dollars.’ ”



“HIOM9U}Jo
azeysstySulopdoyswanajoupipaypue
‘aajom]Seasay[QUNIIInogeSuAue
Mouy10UPipsjueredst“yoeqsty
ayoigpueeed)eBWO[Ja}aY‘prosIeak
aulUSEMayUayM“OLOgsHOIg0}UAaY)
pueaT[!Apoom03paaoutJa}e]pueYoox
jure3O06TUlWiogsemaH“0J0qs}}00g
uyssauisnqjsepjoay)peumooym
‘sdimud“aD“INSIJomespuessAy

‘ag‘sdyitdd“aD“IW

s¥eled“HM:eemarasoquy
sieed RN

souryoruely
:SJ9MaTAIOUT

“WOvUTBurey
pure[Jem94}UIsemayarypoqyooro
ayBunayAqsipipeH“paumosp
pue[jesstyTesay‘sty
BULOPATTYM‘[]4STYUo¥10MUeBEqay
‘uyqed20]stya[INgsuated“IWJay

“@TILApOoM,
ulasnoyepling0}suosiadysi1y
ay)joauoSemay“WITYJayepaweu
SemYOIYM‘aodsieyedUlpapiies
aH‘AJUNODUOsyDer0}paaoutays,008T
AjreaOY}UJ*S,00ZT278]ay}UTeUTTOIeD
YONUlUsogsemsiajeqApuy

$19}8gApuy

Jayled“Tf:aamatAsaquy
uMogIIMeMeq:Jamataroquy

“paeuuleuoduedjay07Suryastayyey)
‘osye‘aleme[[eareAa}yng‘stJayIeg
“INAaj)MoysmouysUOkIEAq

“punodesjuaoAjuamj103doyAH0)yorq
2a3J09paineypuepoomATjoH0}Jaquiny
pameyJoye“TW‘(4100)Youn,
UMOSITYYOO}sUOsseTUN‘yea0}BuryyAUE
qnoyyim)AepeBsquadAY0}AVI doyAyyensnpueumopuns0}dnunswo.y
peyiomauo‘uay}yoeg“janywaesty
108aypur,,‘laquity,,,‘Sutfedmnoyyin
901]BNd9UOsWIOS“BUISZo]damKoy
uaynAepaug“sequinBunduesaq
ay‘ysnouspjo308Jeyreg“TPuayy

“paduresoaiow
Buryjja8semaoedsay}pueSulmosd
adamUap{Iyoay}asneoaqpays
-opis91X8ueIINgosyeKay,“AouUNTYD
®pring07yoorpafneyayy,“szoopino
auopSeMSurIyooDay}[fe‘aJojaray)
‘SmOpUImMOUpeyYIIyYM~asnoy
1X$1&OWTpaaourAsay],‘suey
auyAySJeou3yZIuay}puads0}pey
puejaeymeayoiqAayy,‘uoZemJey)
urautyAjuNoday}yoRar0}skepom)
‘way400}31pue‘ATTureyStyUISiequieur
autuasamesau,‘2061UIureqUNOWpueg
woAyunoDBosyoer0}peAoutAjrurey
‘STYpUeCESTUTUOgSemaH“plosIeaK
uaaes-A1UaA@SMOUSIJoyeg“TC

1OMed“TT

L

JOOIgYOM:daMaTAIOqUT
upydogorne

qureylaiqqeq
:SJOMOTAJOIU]

“9uaiZue3ayqesnoutjo
ad4}a1ed&padoyaaaposepeyay“auTu
-AyaiyyJoaBeay}yesyroIpuaddeJoparp
ualzg.0Anyyoeog‘pr6T‘OgauN¢auQ

“semalUeUTJOJOSay]sem
SIYLUr10U“ITpIpAayy‘ytpesdaty
Treskoqay}eAry,,‘petjdesay‘uoneao
ueJO}3NO9UIOD0}UalIg.QYoroD
Tle}0}ueseqsperoyyoay)owesamy
JOpua04}Je“jUeUTeUINO}23e}s0}UTED}
Treqyeyseqstyyoo)ayvayaouQ

“orogsn09g
joyynokay}soyadoySuruing
-JaAeUSPUUWMOTTE;STYUTWAIEy
snonutjuodpeyaH“348N0}108sBuryy
yBnoy}verednaaeZJeaauay‘auop
aq0}papeeuJeAazeypipayway,
“plnomasfApogouyey}sanitiqisuodser
puesys}peulnsseualig,QYyorod

“sontanoe Ty[TeUlpipayseWey)W013uOTyeJado
-09303puejsalezUIJey}pesnose
aH“ueulalyay}[TeJoyedsarysarmnyz
ayypauresayownyey)Burnq‘eum
auojejuewjIedeqallyo10gs}00g
ayyJoJeIYDey)SemWaLIG,OYyOeOD

“parpay‘agi]StyJoauttaday}utvay,
“quaunredepelyay}pue'sinoaghog
“Treqieyseq‘yomnyoistpoyyeWay)UT
paafoautATaATjOesemaH“jUA}XeySaTTNy
ay}0}as]paAo[uaualtg,OANdyoRoD

“ZLB‘OTJaquisseq
uo‘ued.AnD‘pualypoosiq
JoA103SSTH}payeyar10j}01gYOM

uaug,0Anyyoe09

OANSdTUJog“SIPY:3eMIAJazUy
sdijtydeoueimey:Jematasojuy

“JeeiedBuoystyutsaiqeq
puesnoyyeBJadoparaayepeyyey)
Urproses[euawtOUaYd&JaspursjeAen)
Styut[JamAjUNODay}paArasey“pattye
Jo}padaejUNOApuesreMOm}UTArjUN0D
stypaddasaH*ArjUNODsty0}pueAjUN0D
sty}0}YonUIpaynqiqu0saH‘096T
‘ogAaenueruoyeepsty[uNAquNOD
wosyoefUlpad]pueauI0Y3epees
ayog“WYydaddejoupinomAway
ayy‘aumoYy7eWITYJO}peauay}pueage
styJoasneoeqyng‘uleZeJaajunjoA07
poquemay‘ueSaqTTJEMpomway

“yedxe[suo]eaulozeq
0}JOOYDS0}YoRqJUaApUessouIsNq
ay)joInoposay“AjuNODuosyoes
uryenidsoyisuatsemyor‘onmTTD
sespoHpuee4Noy)ueseqsefpoy
paojyey10}90qWIMZuoyeay‘aotjde1d
siypanuyjuoopueawoyautesayy

‘Seq14311ay]UIpapunomsemay‘sofeu
0)pajowoiduseqpeyeyyey)eure
piom‘auioypauinjalayJoye3YSIIpue
‘ureydeo0}pajourosdsem‘jueuaynely
BseJUadOH“oIpau&sempur|JEM
PHIoMUFAuyayypeutolefN“Iq

“saaT]S[TMS‘ANadTuJeag‘MoprMsiy
gayaO1OGsHONgUTaUTOYstyJooME
ayyUI[TSStypue‘orogsyo0gjoAy10
94}UTOpedYy}.IN0yay}pauMoay*AjUNGD
ey)UIBe}auOATUOsemaJay]asnedeq
Be]ay)dems0)peyAaup‘9783sayy)19]
Jatoay}10auOWaypure‘o10Gs}}09¢
urJeqjoATuoay}paumoAprturey
sqooer‘OFe4L“ONO‘HeuUTOUID
wosypeddiysaq0}peyauljosesayy,
“TedBUMO0}AJUNODUOSyDELUT10j90p
ysaqyotf)SemeAN“Iq‘ABZnqpueasi0y
®WIMeonoeadstyuedeqoyAJeAooa1
styJeisVy‘peBieyosipsempueJaaoyay)
qysnedeH“JeaayMop[ak10Burysayo
eZoourye4y)joynopueutsure
BurpraAqJeered[estpeurstypayieis
2H‘9061UreBooueyeyDutAjIsiaAtuQ
quei)WOJJpayenpedpuepapuayeay

Jemetydaisy‘preny[BUCHeNesassauuay,
ay]WAJemuedlJeury-ystuedgayy
UrYBNOJaH“Pz8T1eaXay}Ulaassouuay,
uyusoqsema4N[eqaB1005‘Iq

akHey281029"1g

STLIOWPAOLA“IW:2aMatAsoquy
weygutuungAlap:JamatArojuy

“aurays38
SAAT]MOUSLLIOW[eseuay‘asay)BurAy]
ajdoadAuewos‐ayey)asneceq
yeynow ay}jodoyvoy[mqaon pooredBurBZo]epur‘Ja}0ye‘doys

S.UMTUISYOETG&OIUT‘JoyseUITOOYoS
BpoutyUeJaISayoUTM07WAMIUBLIM
qngpue143114Mmpoly‘asnoyjooyas&
aqpueJay}980)108sayrureyasou,

“uagpttyoeat
-AquaM)OJoa3J9y}Sal[tureyaay]asou}
WoLT“Sel[TUeyITS}YIM8A0day}O7UT
peaour‘7YatIMPATApuepng‘szato1q
s,daqty‘saeakquam)saiyy‘a0
ay}ssoloeUleqeBpueesnoyA10}s-0M}
“mooI-dAYy&I]INGAprueyat)‘pjos1eak
ua}sem‘BTTIAIQ‘UOSySIIySITYUOy

“@A0934}JOW0}}0q
ey}persoAjjenjueaepue‘asnoy
woos-au0@yJINqay‘“MeEUrsayjour
pureayim SyYyMBuoTeBA0Ds,derqeip
urpapjesey‘Ajuamyjoafeayyiy
“quSliMAaTTYpatireuroyGO6TUT‘O6sT
Uru1OgsemSILIOWpAO[Y[etauer

SUOWPAO}jesauay

UOSMEC"W20f:aaMaTAJoqUy
wosqiyWO],

AWINOWweg
:SJaMmaTAIOqU]

“kausoyye[ysseoonsAaa&semayyok
pue‘ulyjnogesXemaZuensaulospey



When | askedh i m about h i s career as

a blacksmith,he said, “I just grew into
i t . ” His father was a blacksmith, his
grandfather, andas far back as he can
trace,hispeoplehavebeenblacksmiths
or gunsmiths. Remembering when his
father would shoe a horse with
reworked shoes and furnish the nails
for fif ty cents, M r. Phillips recalled
that it was his job to handhim the tools
andnails. In 1917whenMr.Phillipswas
seventeen years old, his father, Erwin
Phillips,died, leavingG.B. to continue
the business. Between both of them the
business is in its eighty-sixth year.

Being seventy-two years old and
having had the Asiatic flu in 1964, M r .
Phillips has slowed upa little in his
work, but is stil l able to put in a good
day’s work. Hesaidthat if hequit work
completely, he would not live three
years.

He quit shoeing mules and horses
twelve years ago, but continued to
shapeand doother blacksmithwork for
his customers.

He said that horseshoesare about one
dollar each,buthecanrememberwhen
they were five cents.

The first car he remembered seeing
was fromChattanooga andlookedlikea
buggy with amotor-chaindrive. He did
not realize the effect this would haveon
his business.

G.B.Phillipsis knownfar andnear as
an honorable man, familiar with work
and doing everything he can, for
anybody he can, at a fair price. This
outstandingmanhada gleam in his eye
as he recalled these tales.
Interviewer: J.D. Phillips
Interviewee: Mr. G.B. Phillips, Sr.

Colonel A.A. Russell
Colonel A.A. Russell was a physician

in JacksonCounty before the CivilWar.
He served as a surgeon in the Con‑
federate Army.

ColonelRussellorganized the Fourth
Alabama Cavalry in the Tennessee
Valley. He refused to take the oath of
allegiance to the U.S. He went to
Mexicowherehe bought a coffee farm.
He returned to visit relatives in
Jackson County, but he never gave his
allegiance to the U.S.

Interviewer: Linda McAllister
Interviewee: Mrs. Julius Keller

Judge John Ryan
Connie Gentle interviewed Mrs. C.H.

Bramlett on Saturday, December 9,
1972, in Stevenson, Alabama. Mrs.

Bramlett recalls her mother te l l ing he r
about Judge Ryan and also about a
copy of an obituary of his death. John
Ryan was Mrs. Bramlett’s great‑
grandfather.

the
1870’s and 1880’s. He was known and
admired by many people in his

honorable professionof school teaching
during his earlier years.

He was married to “the former
Carolyn Berry, and they had four
oh Flora, Johnny, *Elen and
Bi l ly. %

Judge Ryan died at his home on
February 24, 1885. His: exactageW a s
unknown, but he is believed to e
been around sixty-three y e a r sof age
when he passed away. a a

Interviewers:
Connie Gentle
Carolyn Crawford

Interviewees: 2
Mrs. C.H. Bramlett
Mr. Lonnie Crawford.

Pearly Sanders
Pearly Sanders was born

1800’sin Kyles, Alabama. Hehada very
large farm. Since he had seven
daughters andone son, the girls plowed
the fields.
M r . Sanders logged with oxen. He

owneda sorghummill, and peoplefrom
miles around would bring their sugar
cane tohismill to be:made intosyrup.
Pearly Sanders was the blacksmith

at Kyles. He also owned the General
Store and ran the Post Office there.
Interviewer: Mellisa Cookston
Interviewee: J.W. West

Robert Scott
Mr. Robert Scott was the founder of

Scottsboro. Although he did not have a
college degree in engineering, he was
well informedon the subject. Mr. Scott

donated t h e land where the Jackson
County Courthouse is located. He also
gave land for the county jail aswell as
for a l l the churches in early Scottsboro.

It has been said that Mr. Scott was a
very stubborn man. It seems he had a
son-in-law whom hedisliked. In hiswill
he said some very derogatory things
about this son-in-law. The next day he
was in a bettermood. Hewrote a codicil
to his will, leaving out the degrading
remarks. Only the codicil was
probated.

Mr. Scott is buried at the top of a
ridge which the Fo r t Payne Highway
curves around slightly in order to miss
the Scott family graves.

Interviewers:
Anita Walker
Tom Gibson
Pam McGinty
Steve Patrick

Lawrence Sebring
M r. Lawrence Sebring became

Sheriff of Jackson County in 1950. He
enjoyedhis term because he had some
real experiences. There was one man
who would always tell him where and
when certain people hada still. One
cold night, Mr. Sebring and a deputy
waited half the night for some men to
come out with some moonshine. The
men never showed up. The man had
told them the wrong night.

One night the sheriff and a state
trooper were chasing a criminal. The
trooper wrecked the car, and Mr.
Sebring broke his hip.

For two years Mr. Sebring worked in
Governor’s Wallace’s office. He still
visits the governor.

As prison commissioner of Alabama,
hé had some real experiences. There
was one prisoner who was an artist. He
d r e wa picture of himwhich is hanging
in his den.

The prison department would farm
largeacres of land. It had the prisoners
to pick the cotton. F r om the crops they
raised the prison department would
almost pay for itself. M r . Sebring was
in charge of all of this.

In 1961 Mr. Sebring bought out the
local International _-Harvester
dealership. He had a large business
except in 1967 and 1968when the crops
werepoorandthat madebusiness slow.

In April 1970,hesold out. For about a
year he did some more farming. About
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caved in.

Robert loved to carry the teacher’s
clock. One afternoon Robert had the
clock, and he just happened to tr ip on
hisway home frorn school.There was a
huge rock in the path, and somehow,
the clock hit the rock and burst into a
thousand pieces.

The boys found it fun to lay grape
vines across the path. The teacher
could not help falling at least three or
four times in his attempt to go home.

The poor teacher finally left. Maybe
he had a nervous breakdown.

Robert owned the only picture show
in Hollywood. But he had to close it
down because if the youngsters did not
have enough money, he let them in
anyway.

On Halloween he would gather up
children from all over Hollywood and
go around to houses to sing. People
threw them candy and other treats.

Robert was a very generous’ man.
Every Christmas he would buy kegs of
candy, apples and oranges. He divided
these and took them to un‑
derpriviledged children. He had once
runageneral store, soheobtained this
wholesale. The world would be a nicer
placeif only there were more Robert 0.
Starkeys in this world today.

Interviewer:
Rachel Cash

Interviewees:
Nell Starkey Cash
R.M. Starkey Sr.

Leroy Walker
M r , Allious Petty said that it was not

generally known that Leroy Walker,
who was Secretary of War in Jefferson
Davis’ Confederate Cabinet, lived
awhile in Bellefonte. He also practiced
law there. Mr.Walker ordered the shot
at Fort Sumter which started the Civil
War.

Interviewer: Tom Green
Interviewee: Mr. Allious Petty

Jack Wann
Jack Wann, a_ veteran of the Con‑

federacy, farmed in Wannville, Ala.
in themiddle 1800's.He also started the
first and only post office in Wannville.
Later, he built and operated a small
grocery store. He received supplies
about every two weeks from a ferry
boat that came down the river from
Chattanooga.

Before dams were built in the area,
the landoften flooded.Mr.Wannhadto
ridea mule through the water to get to
the store and post office. .

Mr. Wann and his wife had seven
children-five sons and two daughters.
The daughters ran the store and post
officefor along timeafter their father’s
death. One of his sons servedassheriff
of Jackson County.

Jack Wann died in the early 1920's of
a heart attack. After his death there
was talk around the community of Jack
Wann’s being amember of the Ku Klux
Klan. This was never proven.

When his daughters died, his land
was divided and sold at a public
auction.

Interviewers:
Miranda Jacobs
Susan Henshaw
Glenda Durham _
Carol Miller .

Interviewee: J.D. Shrader

Mrs. Fred Welch
Mrs. Welch is unique because she is _

an expert painter. She has completed
some threehundredpaintings since she
began painting in 1963.

Mrs.Welch has given away and sold
about230paintings,some for ashigh as
fifty-five dollars. She has some
paintings that she has been offered
$150.00 for, but didnot want to sell.Shestill paints as ahobby and said, “Ineed
to sell some of the paintings to get out

Church.

Mrs.Welchhas four children. They are
Mrs. Ethel Proctor, Mrs. Frances
Knight,Mrs.Patty Sue Lackey andMr.
FredWelch, Jr., all of Scottsboro.

Mrs. Welch also does a considerable
amount of crocheting.

Interviewers:
Ronald Lawson
Ronnie Johnson

Interviewee: Mrs. Letha Welch

10

Great Great Uncle
John West

My grandmother, Mrs. Dawn Lusk
related this story to me. The
character of this sketch was
her husband’s uncle.
Great-Great-Uncle JohnWest was an

Irishman.Hewas stockily built andhad
blondehairandblue eyes. He was near
forty years old in themiddle 1800'sand
wasa very richman.HelivedonWest’s
Mountain, which received its name
because his family had owned the
mountain for several years.

The family tradition that had been
carried on through the past century or
sowas still alive. This was the making
andsellingof that good corn liquor.Mr.
West supplied the mountain and half
the valley with his brew. Great-Great‑
Uncle John West was said to have the
biggest and the best still in the state. ,

His capers were notaltogether happy
though He had much trouble with
revenuers. One evening in themiddleof
‘August, when his still was going full
blast, atroop of revenuers c ameup the
mountain. One of his sons saw them
coming, but it was too late to do
anything about it. They found the still
and told himit was too late to destroy it
because the sheriff was waiting for
them at the bottom of the mountain.
They saidtheyweregoing to leave to g0
get the sheriff so that he could arrest
Mr. West.

Great-Great-Uncle JohnWest’s mind
began to work fast. As soon as the
revenuers were out of sight, he called
all his sons together. They disassem‑
bled the still and poured most of the
liquor into a nearby stream.

‘When the revenuers returned, they
told him that the still had better turn
up. They said that they al l had seen it ,
and there was no need in denying that
they had hada still. They were pre‑
pared to arrest him, still or no still!

Great-Great-Uncle John was smart
though.Hesaid, “Uhm,musthavebeen
that old bulldog of mine. He’ll eat up
anything that gets in his path. He must
have eaten up that still. Last week he
ate up the ole lady’s last pair of
drawers.Got ’emoff the line. better get
out of here. He’smighty partial to blue
( the revenuers wore blue uniforms).
Hejust might bemakin’ another sweep
through here any minute now.”

The revenuers took off down the hill
with the sheriff running along after
them. They did not return for a long,
long, time!
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Mr. Wood had been born in

Bridgeport,Alabama,butwhen he was
a young child his family moved to
Scottsboro.When he reachedthe age of
sixteen,he gotmarried.By the time he
had aged to fifty-nine, he had twelve
children and thirty-twograndchildren.
Interviewer: Pat Be r r y
Interviewee: Mrs. Joan Beard

Doc Zimmerman
In an interview with Razz Shelton,

who is just over eighty years of age, I
found that during the operation of the
Princeton Corporation, there was @
company doctor named D r.
Z immerman , No one recalled his first
namebecausehe never used i t . He was
always calledDoc or Doc Zimmerman.
Mr. Shelton resided in Princeton

before it closed. Hemovedhere in 1900
approximately. During the time he
lived in Princeton, he became well
acquainted with the good Doc.

M r. Shelton grew very i l l one time,
and the D r .came to administer to him.
Vo c knew the recovery would be a slow
process, so he came by every day to
carry wood and water in for Mr.
Shelton.He helpedMrs.Shelton to care
for Mr. Shelton.

Doc Zimmerman was always doing
kind deeds for the people of Princeton.

When Princeton disbanded, Doc
moved to Woodville. The people
from Skyline still called on Doc
Zimmerman for his services. This man
made a great impression on these
people.

Interviewer: Monte Washburn
Interviewee: Razz Shelton

The Old Man Of The
Mountain

My father, M r . W.L. Heath, told me
about a rather uniquepersonwho once
livedhere in Scottsboro. I know the old
man’sname,but I will call him “the old
manof theMountain.”Thestory covers
more than a year and takes place
around 1935.

My father lived with his aunt and the
rest of the Maples family at the foot of
Melody Mountain. One day he and a
friend, Mr. Bridges, who still livesin
Scottsboro, were playing on the
mountain,andthey came across the old
log cabiry which had stood empty for
manyyears.This time when theywentin, they saw anold man lying onashelf
in the cabin asleep. This was the first

time they saw the “old man of the
mountain.” He was a cabinet maker,
and, asmy father came to know him
better, the old man would make bows
and arrows for them. He made the
arrows hollow at the end sotheycould
write notes and roll them up inside. If
they wanted to see the old man, they
would sneak up near the house and
shoot an arrow onto his roof. He would
come out and read the note and hur ry
off to the designated meeting place.
Most of the time he thought he was
Robin Hood, and my father and his
friends were members of his clan.

My father said he was always alittle
afraid of him, but the old man never
tried tohurt them. In fact, hewas very
kind to him and often made things for
them. One thing that scared my father
was the way the old man would
sometimeshavefits of rageandbeat on
the trees at night. He remembers also
that he would stand up on the rocks at
night in the summertime and play the
violin. More than once the old man
stopped trains here in Scottsboro in
front of my father’s house by burning
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coal for the stove that heatedthe house.

The guys would mess aroundall day.
long and wait until it was dark. Then
they would not want to go out into the
dark, cold night. Soanother rule was
set down by Uncle Matt. “ B o y, you
better get that coal in ‘fore dark.”

Interviewer: Coni McQueen
Interviewee: Mrs.Li laTalley McQueen

: a n }

Miss Pink's
In the 1930’s the major means of

entertainment for the Blacks was at
“Miss Pink’s.” Miss Pink’s was the
place to be-that was where everything
‘was going on. Miss Pink was respected
by all. Everyone obeyed her and
honoredher. The dancing area was her
front porch, which was screened off; a
juke box was also on the porch. On the
inside, she sold snacks and cold pops.
After a hard day of work, Miss Pink’s
was the place to be.

Interviewer: Coni McQueen
Interviewee: Mrs.Li laTalley McQueen

Hobos
In the 1920’s people were more apt to

help out the less fortunate than they
might be today. But this might have
worked to their disadvantage. The
following incidentswere relatedby RIL
Gentry.

“ I t was back when I was a small boy
and weused to live onthe side of a
railroad depot. One night when the
trainwent through the depot, a hobogot
off the train and came up to the house
askingif hecould havesome food anda
place to spend the night because it was
raining. Well, we gave him some food,
but about staying the night, we just did
not know about that. But Mother got
soft-heartedandlethim spendthe night
out on the front porch. In the morning,
when we got up, he was gone and had
left the covers that we had lent him for
the night.

“The next time a hobo incident
happenedwas whenwe were outbehind
the barn counting our chickens. We
noticedthat some of themwere missing,
sowestartedlooking for them. Finally,
after hours of looking,we came upona.
hobo having the best time eating our
chicken. SoDaddy got his shotgun and.
went back to the place where the hobo
was, He loaded the gun with salt and
shot the hobo all over his backside. I
never saw anybody run so fast and so
far in life. We never saw that hobo a‑
round our place again. ”

Interviewer: Russel Gentry
Interviewee: R.I. Gentry

Do They Think Of Me
At Home?

The following folk song was given to
usby Mrs. Pearl Jones of Fackler.The
songwas handeddownto Mrs. Jones by
one of her aunts; consequently, she
does not know i ts origin.

DOTHEY THINK OF
ME AT HOME?

Do they think of me at home?
Do they ever think of me? ‑
I who shared their every grief,
I who mingled in their glee.

Do they think of how I loved
In my happy, youthful days?
Do they think of Him who came,
But could never win their praise?

I a m happy by His side,
And from Him I ' l l never roam,
But my heart still sadly sighs,
“Do they think of me at home?”

Do they think of me at eve,
And the songs I used to sing?
Is the harp I touched unstruck?
Does the stranger wait, the strange?

Does no kind, forgiving word
Come across the raging foam?
I would give the world to know,
Do they think of me at home?

Interviewer: Kenneth Gerald Jones
Interviewee: Mrs. Pearl Jones

Depression Days
On November 3, 1934, Mrs. Bertha

Kirbywas appointed County Supervisor
of Women’s Work on the Works Project
Administration program. In the
following article,she gives us an inside
view of someof the efforts made by the
federal government to alleviate the
hardships in Jackson County.

Mrs. Kirby’s office and the first
Works Project Administration sewing
room were upstairs over the old c i ty
hall , The materials for the room were
delivered by the men on W.P.A. These
men were in charge of the warehouse.
Then the finished product was picked
up, signed for, and stored so that the
Directors of Relief could distribute the
clothes. The clothing consisted of
dresses, slips, bed-wide sheets, pillow
cases, and litt le boys’ coveralls.

Mrs. Kirby and Mrs. Lola Barclay
were chosen to teach first aid to the
overseers of the first road-building
project. There were also about twenty‑
six NationalYouth Administration girls
to whom Mrs. Kirby taught first aid.

Selected women were chosen from
the sewing rooms established in the
Scottsboro, Stevenson, Bridgeport, and
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P i s g a hareas t owork i nthe first school
lunchrooms in Jackson County.

elementary school, where the
Scottsboro Plaza has been built, there
was an old, old toilet. Using W.P.A.
laborers,all fixtures were torn out, the
brick walls cleaned, fresh concrete
floors poured, and the walls painted a
soft, palegreen. Two huge hotel ranges
with plenty of hot water were brought
in. Cleanliness was our motto.”

The P.T.A. President and members
prepared the menus. The W.P.A.
women did the cooking. The National
Youth Administration girls carried the
hot meals on trays up the stairs to the
students where they ate in their rooms.

Mrs.Kirby’swork was hardandoften
involvedlonghours,butshefelt that the
reward of helping people made it
worthwhile.

It was later said that Scottsboro
survived the Depression much better
than other towns in north Alabama.

Interviewees:
Mrs. a Kirby
Elizabeth Machen

World War II
World War II created hard times in

all areas of the United States and
Jackson County is no exception. The
fol lowing article consists of
recollections of citizens of the county
during this time.

When World War II occurred, it was
hard for anyoneto get anything to eat or:
wear even if he had the money. A
personhadto have stamps to get shoes
to wear. During this time, tennis shoes
were introduced,and apersonwas only
allowed one pair per year. The
government rationed items such as
coffee, sugar, meat, lard, and flour.
Stamps would be issued to buy these
rationed items. When the merchants
received the stamps, they would send
them to the government to be
tabulated.There was acertainstamp to
be used for each item a person had to
have. Gas was also rationed, not only
for cars, but also for tractors. If a
farmer had to have a tractor tire, he
wouldhavetohaveastamp toget i t .

ing these times there would often
be blackouts. At these times all lights
would have to be turned out, and if
there was a fire b u r n i n g ,i t had t o b e
covered with some kind of material.
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formation about various schools in the

area.

Mrs. Lucy Kindred recalled the first
school in Skyline. Her husband, Mr.
J im Kindred, helped build the school,
served as its janitor, and even drove
theschoolbus.Frequently students had
to leaveat lunch to work at home. This
was common in other schools also.

The land for Park’s Campground
School, one of the county’s oldest, was
donated by Mr.TomParks.This school
was located across the lake around the
JacksonCounty andCity Parks,but the
land is under water today. The building
was constructed of logs and contained
one window, one door, anda fireplace.
In 1898 the school was destroyed and
rebuilt. M r. Julian Clemons reported
that there were noage or grade levels.
The teacher would live in one student’s
home, then another, and earned about
forty dollars a month. When Mr. Joe
Hale attended this school, Miss Virgie
Giddens was the teacher. The building
also served as a Methodist Church.
When T.V.A. flooded the original site of
the school, it was moved next to
Burgess Cemetery.

Mr. A.A. Clemens, today’s county
school superintendent, attended the
McCutchen School at Sauta Bottom.
This was also held in a churchbuilding.
Miss Robinson taught the one hundred
students who attended this school.
Mrs. Mary Tidwell told about an old

school at Woods Cove that still stands
next to the Church of Christ there. This
one room building was also a church.
Because it was sodifficult to get back
and forth to Scottsboro, few peoplewent
pevand the six grades offeredat Woods
‘ove.

The first school in Langston was
located near Cobbler Springs. It was
small one-room school with a
floor. Mr. Ed Michaels taught there in
the early 1900's. Primers used there
were sometimescalled “LittleRedHen
Books.” After studentsfinishedthe four
grades at this school, they usually went
to Scottsboro to continue their
education. Mr. Glen Wilborn reported
that the teacher paid him one dollar a
month to s t a r ta fire in the potbellied
stove every morning before school.
Larkinsville School was a small

three-room building that housed six
grades, Students rode the bus to school
in Scottsboro after completing their
elementary education. The rooms were
heated in the wintertime by large
jacket heaters. The only source of
water was a neighbor’s spring. The
water was kept in a container with a
faucet. The school term usually lasted
from seven to eight months. The
schools in~Jackson County were
suppo r t edby the precinct they were in.
Larkinsvi l le School usually lasted

longer because i t rece ivedmore taxes.

Interviewers:
Pam Sims Marsh
Irene Mitchell
Sallie Stratton
Tommy Venable
Waylon Simpson
Phillip Wilborn
Delores Brewer
Cindy Cotton
Linda McAllister
Lynn Price

Intervieweees:
Mrs. Joe Hale
Mrs. Lucy Kindred
Mr. A.A. Clemons
Mrs. Mary Tidwell
Mr. Vernon Wilborn
Mr. Glen Wilborn
Mrs. Blanche Kennamer
Miss Janie Fennell
Mr. Julian Clemons

Negro Schools

In Scottsboro
The first black school in Scottsboro

began at Joyce Chapel United
Methodist Church on West Willow
Street. The church is now about 135
years old, and the school began about
ninety years ago. It consisted of one
classroom,one teacher,a n dit was open
for three months of each year.

The school was moved to’St: Paul's
A.M.E£. Church l o c a t e donthe railroad.

In 1927 the first school building was
opened and went through the ninthe e t &hich school.ME. H u n t e rwas the first prin‑

Land Travel
About a hundred years ago there

were not many ways of travel, but
people did go places.

One way of traveling was to ride a
jenny. A jenny was a small, female
donkey which was-used very often for
transportation. The women rode side‑
saddle on the jennies.

Two early forms of transportation
were walking and horseback riding.
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Not many people were fortunate
enough to haye fancy buggies. Just
about everyone had a saddle horse,
field wagon, or buckboard wagon.

Roads were not too good back then.
Asa matter of fact, there were not any
roads as there are today. Only small,
dirt, wagon trails existed.

Pat ty Mullaney
Sharon Wolf
Eugene Smith

Interviewee:
Mrs. Joe Guffey
Mrs. Liza Boozer
Mrs. Bessie Westmoreland

First Cars
In Jackson County

The first cars around Hollywood
caused excitement and confusion.

Grandpa Grider recalled that the
first car heever saw was owned byDr.
McCleanon. People came out in the
streets to see this newfangled vehicle.
It was noisy, smoked, and it looked
quite funny tosee this mansitting in the
seat holding a gliding stick instead of
horse reins. This car traveled on Lee
Highway right out there with the horses
andbuggies. It took a person about one
hour to go to Scottsboro from
Hollywood by horse and only took half
an hour with this new invention.

An interesting factor of the Model T
was that it had two gears, one low gear
for forward and one reverse gear.

Interviewer:
Rita Grider
Steve Gravitt

Interviewees:
Grandpa Grider
Claude Matthews

Water Travel-Ferry Boats
Back in 1908, there were no bridges

built around Jackson County. Anyone
who wanted to get to the other side
would have to goona ferry boat. A tub
boat was attached to the front of the
ferry to carry the wagons and mules
across the river. The motor that
propelled the tug boat was like a car
motor. The bodywas longandflat, and
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Menenjoyedplaying cards or having

turkey shoots. Some nights men went
on possum hunts, using lanterns for
light. During these get-togethers the
men exchanged ideas, f a rm ing
techniques, tall tales, and hunting
stories. Usually there was a jug to pass
around.

Hunting and fishing have always
been favorite activities of the men.
Dove, raccoons, quail and birds were
huntedin summer while rabbits. ducks
and geese were hunted in winter. Fall
was the season for hunting deer,
squirrel, fox and mink.

In summer everyone went swimming
at an old water hold. Often a rope was
tied to a tree so that people could
swing out over the water and drop off.
Onhotdaysacrowdalways gathered at
such a popular spot.

Other entertainment in some areas
was the picture show. People would
walk three or four miles to join their
friends on Saturday and Sunday
afternoons and the theater would be
packed with both youngsters and
adults.Mrs.NellStarkey Cash reported
that because her grandfather owned a
theatre, the Starkeys were always
there. She also tells of the popularity of
Mr. Dee Magee the father of Mrs.
Margare t Hodges. Heand his son sat on
the front row every week. When Mr.
Meeks read the captions of the silent
movies to his child, he spoke loudly
enough that everyone benefited from
his reading.

Interviewers:
Pat Berry,
Shirley Bradford
Rachel Cash
Mike Copenhaver
Danny Gilley
Ronnie Henegar
Dale Hodges
Larry Holder
Beverly Johns
Bi l ly Johnson
J.J. Keller
Cindy Kirby
Ellen Larsen
Jackie Roberts
Ronnie Skelton
Mike Taylor
R.R. Thomas
Pam Turner
Kay Whitehead
Charlotte Wootten
Patricia Worthen.

Interviewers:
Mrs. Virgil Berry
Mrs. Irene Carney
Mrs. Nell Starkey Cash

James R. Porch
Bobb Tubbs
Kate Turner
Dewey Whitehead
Jesse Wilbourn
Meredith Wootten.

First Radios
The arrival of radios in Jackson

County brought a new form of family
entertainment. One couple remembers
their first experiences with this new
invention.

The Loudermilks bought their Philco
radio at a nearby.town for about sixty
dollars. The radiohada three-cornered
cabinet, and got its power from a
battery about the size of an automobile
battery. A battery ofthis type could be:
purchased for about six dollars.

At the time they purchased this radio,
Scottsboro probably had not even
considered having a radio station
becauseit was still j u s tatiny town. The
only station the couple could pick up
was Nashville.

The radio was hooked to a ground
wire. If the wire became dry, the
station could not be clearly s
Someone had to run outside every so
often to throw water on the wire.

The grand part of the week came on
Saturday night when everyone
gathered at the Loudermilks’ house to
listen in. Their favorite program on
Saturday was the “Grand Old Opera’
that lasted until twelve that night.

Interviewer: Shelia Hale
Interviewee: Mr.and Mrs. Loudermilk

Practical Jokes
In Jackson County

Practicaljokes, such asthe following
one, havealways been popular forms of
entertainment in Jackson County.

Mr. James Brazelton, who told this
story, said that it took place in a
graveyard in the Hollywoodcommunity
when he was a boy.

Four men were walking by the
graveyard late one afternoon and
Not iceda crippled man sitting beside a
grave in a wheelchair. The four men
decided they wanted to see the
disabled man walk.

They planned their prank very
carefully. Two of the men placed
several ears of corn on each side of the
cemetery gates. The other two dressed
up as ghosts and hid behind some
bushes.
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Meanwhile, the first two men had
walked over to the cripple and were
carrying on a conversation with him.
They told him that they hadseen some
cornp i l e dup by the cemetery gate,and
that they would let him have it if he
would go get i t . The crippled man
agreed to get it himself.

The three men began inching their
way toward the corn, the crippled man
rolling his wheelchair painfully. As
they got even with the shrubbery, the
two men dressed as ghosts jumped
from their hiding place. The cripple,
surprisingly enough, jumped from his
wheelchair and beat all four of the other
men home.

Interviewer: Debbie Brazelton
Interviewee: Mr. James Brazelton

Work Parties

Frequently people would gather to
one another when a need existed,
more often than not, the event

turned into a happy social occasion.

Cotton pickings:
Jackson County has always grown

much cotton, and in the late nineteenth
early twentieth centuries there were no
cotton gins or mechanical cotton
pickers. The first real ginning
machinery on Sand Mountain was set
up about 1930.

When harvest time arrived, people
would start picking the cotton balls
from the fields as soon as they could
before the cold, rainy weather set in.
Every now and then a family would
hold a ‘‘cotton pickin.” All the neigh‑
bors from miles around would
assemble at a particular home to help
pick the cotton fiber from the seeds in
the cotton thathadbeenstored from the
fields. Before they could do this, they
worked from sunup until sundown
picking the cotton, free of charge.

Lunch and a huge supper were
Prepared for the workers. After
everyone had eaten al l he could hold,
the furniture would be moved to the
wall in the largest room of the house,
and people wouldsquaredanceall nightuntil were “give out.” Everybody

s u a l ly hada grandole time at a cotton‑
picking.
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the bid might go up to two or three

dollars. Sometimes the boy would just
buy the box for the food (because the
girl was a good cook) and then run off
and leave her. Most of the time these
eventswere rigged.A youngmanwould
find out in advancewhich box belonged
to acertain girl in order to besure to
et his sweetheart’s box.
Ice Cream Parties:

The young people often went to ice
cream parties. They would order ice
cream from towns or make it at home.
The girls would make cookies. After
eating they played games like
dropping-the-handkerchief.

In the summer the teen-agers had ice
cream suppers. The girls would make
refreshments. Sunday night was the ice
cream social night. Everyone helped
make the ice cream. The men put up a
merry-go-roundmadeof something like
porch swings. At the icecreamsupper @
fiddler sat onone end and pickeda gir l
tosit besidehim.It was agreat honor to
be picked by the fiddler.

““Skip-to-My-Lou”” Parties:

When Mrs. Annie Lee Johnson was in
her teens, she attended many Skip-to‑
My-LouParties. This was a great treat
for the teenagers on Crow Mountain.
The youngest were all invited to a
friend’s house. All the belongings were
removed from one of the larger
rooms, which was left bare of
everything but the teenagers.

The dance was to the popular tune
known as “Skip to My Lou” to the
younger people today. Participants
would join hands with their partners to
forma large circle.

For music they had a fiddle, guitar
and a banjo. All the girls would get in a
circle, and the men would pick their
partners. The fiddler player would call
out special steps during the dance. Mr.
William W. Johnson, Mrs. Johnson’s
future husband, played the guitar for
parties.

After the party was over, the groups
would join hands and play Pleased or
Displeased. Usually during this game
the people would end up walking in
couples. As one couple walked, some of
the others would hide in the ditch
waiting for the pair to come by. This
was really the fun of the game Pleased
or Displeased.

The youngpeopleof Aspelwouldhave
a party about every two weeks. These
parties were at different homes each
time. One of the games was called
“Good Night, Shaggy.” The boys and
girls would walk down the road
together. To decide which boy would
walk with which girl, the boys would go
outside and the girls would stand
behind a chair and namea boy. Then

the boys would come back in. If the
chosen boy sat down in the chair of the
gir l who named him, she had to walk
with him. If he sat down in the wrong
chair, the girl would walk him to the
door and say, ‘‘Good Night, Shaggy.”

Another game the youngsters played
at the parties was called “Come In and
Meet the King and Queen.” To play
this, a certain number of unsuspecting
guests would go outside. The others
would get two straight chairs and put a
pan of water between them. Then the
sheetw o u l dbeplaced over the chairs to
give the appearance of three chairs i n a
row. A boy and gir l would sit in the
chairs to represent the king and queen.
The other people would invite someone
to come in to meet the king and queen.
This personwouldcome in and sit down
between the pair. When hedid this, the
king and queen would jump up, and
the person would sit in a pan of water.

Interviewers:
Dianne Cobbler
Jackie Roberts
Janice Remita
Pam Sims Marsh
Gina Sheppard
Gary Talley
Sherry Gentle
Connie Gentle
Kay Whitehead

Mrs. Stella Talley
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie McCoy
Mr. A.A. Clemens
Mrs. Irene Jordan
Mr. Claude Matthews
Mrs. Elora Pace
Mrs. Ruth Clendeon
Mrs. Jean Brandon Wright
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hancock
Mrs. Annie Lee Johnson
Mrs. Ernest Donnelly
Miss Myrtle Hastings
Mrs. Pauline Benson
James L. and Lora Golden
Miss Osie Elkins
Mrs. George Manning

. 1 e a g sChildren’s Activities
“We didn’t have all the fun in the

world, but we enjoyed ourselves in
numerousways. We often wonder what
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happenedto the innocent fun we used to
have. Kids nowadays have to have
newfangled ideas, and fancy fun. We
could have more fun with old tin cans
than kids nowadays can with all their
money.” These are the words of Mrs ,
Virgil Berry, comparing the young
people of her day with the young people
of today.

Back in the days before there were
Places to go, shows to see, and
television to watch, the children from
many families would play games to
keep themselves entertained.

The following are several games
enjoyed by children:

Mumblety Peg was a favorite with
the b o y s .Aknife was balancedon
different parts of their body and they
would t ry to make it stick in the ground.
The boy who could make the knife stick
up in the most places in the ground was
considered the winner.

Another favorite of the boys was
shooting marbles. Everyone placed his
marbles in aring measuring one foot in
diameter. In turns, each boy shot at the
marbleswith a white one. The first boy
to knock all marbles out of the ring was
declared the winner. There were many
variations of this game.

Girlsenjoyedplaying London Bridge.
Two people held their arms up,
representing the bridge. The others
would go under the bridge. Whoever
was underneath the bridge when it fell
was the loser. A game similar to this
was Cross-EyeSnap, Two people would
choose teams as the remainder ran
through the two teams.

Both girls and boys enjoyed playing
DroptheHandkerchief.All the children
would form a circle; one of the
youngsters would take the han‑
dkerchief and go around behind the
others.The personhe dr it behind
had to try to catch him before hecould
make it all the way around the circle.

Crack the Whip was a game
played bythe older children.Along line
of children holding hands was formed
and everyone would run, turning
sharply to the right and left. Naturally,
the ones onthe end would be thrown
around roughly.

Fox and Geese was similar to
checkers,usingbuttons to represent the
foxes and grains of corn to represent
the geese.

FoxandHenswas another favorite of
girls and boys. One person was chosen
as the fox and everyone else
represented the hens. Each hen was
given a color by a non-participant. If
the fox called one of the hens’ color,
that henhad to runto abase about fifty



“@y00

B(VIMpepsiemealsauITjeulosalamon
“TjeMpaaryaquerp[iyoJ]“Arejeuraday}
0}dixay)JoyYon}&quar0}Jay}a30)UT
08p[nomsaryrurey[eseaas‘]]1eMpom
BulinppevonesSutaqsemseBvoy

“A
qesiseyAyjensnsreyyeay)puefotua
0)auokJaAaJoypeaidspuepaiedaid
aresowaiq‘peapay]0}yoadsar
Aed0)Se[Jamsesaaei3ay}aye1000par
pueJee0}saliajawlad,sarftureyJay)
0]aw0dafdoad‘readyoeaAepoIyloads
auouQ“Aequones0veqslArjUNOD
ayyJosyedJay}0ulAreuroysndosyest
yatymAqunoguosyperJoAAIBUC,

equoije1099q
WSLIMear:aamatAJaqUT

WUBIBigaqd:JamolAJoquy

aaay}dnuazysisq03syzoyjaIau)
4oyaid10axedJoadl[sBtqe193plnom
day)‘BulZurspueBurdeydygsnosy)
aramfay}Jayy,,olsnwawiosayeul,,
0}sofueqpure‘se}Ind‘sarppysry}YIM.
asnoyJeu0]dAqSeW}sIIYDUOSuTWIOD
SaAne]AdJayJoawWOsSJaquiauiedays,

“ayeyoooyo:
yoypueaxeday]yea0}Buryjeuos
Way)aTp[nomsioqysiauay)‘YZnosy)
aiamKay}UayM‘SBuosmajeBuespue
quodyNOpoo}spuesasnoys,10qusiau
ay)[120}punosepayfemayy,‘ong
SPUN]STIYDUOSuTforedJUaMosTeAOU,

«‘uedysip
BUrWa,40090}aAeyp,2yg“dnuta,
BuyxyuJayJaquieutas|00)‘sayeaymay
ayeqshem[eplnomeureyy,,SeuNstiy,
uoAofue0}saajasinopueAuedui0o
AnoJoysaid[B1aAas‘Sayedeatemyynoge
payeqaM,,‘SeUIISTIYD0}Buryooo
ysn{oui}B12SheppuadspinomAayy,

“sBUIWUNIT)10}AT[OYpueaojapstur
peseyiedosjeAayy,‘9ad}at]uoway)
Bueypuesjfeqesoureodsjuredpue
usoododpjnomAayy,‘suonesosapumo
Jay}JoSOUapeulLay}‘satyIssadaujnq
BuryyAueyBZn0qwopyasAay}aouts“31
ayesooappinomay}‘asnoyayy0}yoeq
ytpalaieapueytpaddoyssayyJaye
‘asamodJQ‘deadAlaAaaun]sty)punose
quae3Iq&semSIyy,‘8anseuNstayD
8UOaploappuke(asnoyay}puTyaqpuey
Jemof),,S1107}0q,,a4]0}WAOPO8Pom
uasppiyay)[TeseUNsiYygAIeAg

“9uloyJay1euosees
AeplyfoHam}stjedesays“ojedny,urwire;
2UOpastedpukeJogaaaOyMUAIpTIyD
UaAasJOBuOSEMIYSIIMUear‘sy

SPUISHYBUII}-PIOUY
4soMUeTI]pue“Me

SUPYTA91SOSst
:SeemelAJajU]

1%

uimogiiM“D)eeq
peayaiymAey

ulpyueslySuruueyetuuog
sungSeuoUL,

WoISyOO)eSsITEW
:SJ@MOTAIaqUT

“sBulyoo}su0y09joTedeaateoer
qYysIUSEISpuesarpey“seekajoym
ay}IOSET0)SaoysJotedauopaataoar
Ayyensnuerpyiyy“1eafayJouoseassimp)
yeAuopadoluauaijos}va1)alamApued
puesaZuelQ‘papnyoutaJeasastidims
unyysnowyyeaimjeuulafqeaotAsas
AyjensnaJeMsijIZsewnstayg

“s}UsUIeULIO
aadedpue‘saddadpa.‘uoqqr‘usoadod
PpesULNSaJoMSaUOd}1JOAR}aioUIay)
JoaWI0g‘apeuleuroYyatamsepA[reo
ay]UlsuoNeIODapaad)seuNstyD

“way)JayeunZ}0ys&388pmnomay
pue‘uosiedSuoiMay}apeuaulasprnom
ayyAlfeuoseddQ“pooyJayjoautos
ao‘ayed‘Apuea‘sajdde‘se8uerouray)
@AIdpukeUTWay}ai{AUTpmnomadoad
ay}ew)ay}JOSOW“jeaN)seUNSTIYD
JayjoaulOsaureUJO,,ayed,,JaT[OY
puesasnoyay}punorednout,prnom
AayL“JaT[oypue[aAprnomauoksa90
pur‘sadejJtat)¥oe1qpInompuesayy}0q
yeaiqprnomskoqay}Joaulog‘estou
ayeuwplnomyey}Bury}JeyjoAuepue
‘sued‘s]J@qoo‘suedur)393pinomAayy,
“Bulpeuatas10BuljoredOfpur1943080)
303pinomajdoadaaqseunstayouO

‘useqay}Jodo}uouoZemay}ynd
prnomay}sauirjeurosJo‘useqay)Jo
JO]84}UlJayjeZ0}yorquoZemayyynd
puesasaidoy}[jeeye}puejredeuoZem
sue9}aye}plnomAeyy,“samnur
S,uosiedJeyjoeulosWyIMWay)eBueYD
-x@puesafnusiyaye]pmomAoyy
“Weg$,eUOaUIOS0}i[spueJay}eB0}123
PInomsfoqJapjoay}UsaMo[[eHUO

“souredunjjospury[TeBuréeyd
urquadssemAepoy,“o3e1dsty[Typue
9142}84}punore08pmnomauoAsaaq ‘ajqe]efie,@uopeaidssemjeour
ay}B194MBAB)JalaIS0}Youny
aruoide&Bulagpinomsarrurey‘orudTg
Aqneyoyyanog[enuuyay}sempaystjar
auokieadYsIyMjUeAeJeyjouy

‘aroy}yseaystyAofuapfnomauodsaaa
puepunoi3ay}uosauUIpjeeshemre
PinomAay}ssursursay}1y‘seuredyjeq
aaeypinomfey}Jo‘Aep[[eseyprom.
4ey}ZulButsyoyoe0]08souitjeuros
pomajdoadAmpjoyyanogay)UO

“Tensn9y}Woyyeaiq&BulAofuajo
yoadsouday)32YsTYuseqskemyeaaey
syaidsynq‘sieaXay}Jaa0poSueyo
aaeysuIo}sndauiog‘aydoadSuryiom
-paeyAqpeuwoojamusaqskeme
aaeyYep[IhuMepwosyButoqey
joauyynorey}ulyeaiqeaptAoid
0}suorseao0[eloadsAueJoskeproyy

sfepijoy

waHooMYipeley,
uInogiiMasset

Youog"Ysewer Suruueye81005“sy
JeT1eyesmnoT
JepjoHeuay

seBpoHamTeD
uap[oyele]puesewer

SUTHIAISOSST
uoepuatyWINyY“SI

yse9AaxieisTPN“SIN
Aaureg“SIAL

ArzegTIBIIA“SIAL
isaamotasoquy

wayOMBOMed
umogiMeke
peaysitymAey
syegoyaryoer

uasieyVala
Aqui Aput
PM LL

suyorAyraAag
deployAurey
sesdpoyareq
AaytyAuueq

urpjuergBuruueyormuog
SUTyTASeuOYy,

spuowpye1qaq
yoouaz}00Ma}o0[TeyD

ysegpeyoey
Auleg Wd

:SJamarAJoquy

“ules}{Jepun
Apoayied3reos,Aayreigamyyeu) 0$[[2}1993UaAaspooyspueepiM AJoASem

nSIUL‘POOMAT[OH{UTJo}sBun0s
AzoneysoueJodyayay)yyMpayearo
Aayreisqngyey)ueWMOUS94}jo
Plo}stA10]sy“syaamOm}JO}passtwsTp
aiesfooyospuepajeinumooe
MOUSYDUT-ATeMy&OF6IUT“WarpTYD
ay)10IUSTTUBTYeBsemmousBIqY

“wot WM
posedpuesforeye0Woysyjop3nds[A13
apishepAuresug“Bunee10;jueout
youaram‘asinodjo‘yoTyA‘sTeaultay)
Jo}Yoo0}sprezi]puesyespartyAo,
“qd@plingpuresyporpuesyoiIqpyo183
promAay}aao}s&107“sinoy103Aeyd
pue‘safeyoJay}103s¥904pjouosyueld
and‘sqYBTITay}10Fsqinqpo308‘prek
2y)uteoefdeyyodeemsprnomAoyL,
-asnoySurdeydpadofuashemyespity

“SBMayalaympoulewar
ay‘70UJ]‘PIsJayay}0}eAoUTpmnoo
ay[eqey}IyBneoUossedkeJ]“JeA0TTeq
®mal]pueasnoyBJosapisa1soddouo
pooyswerpTiyjosdnois)“s0op-yo-yno
ay}JOysureSpoosesemJaAQ-oruUy

“waned
BureqstyjnoyjIMpayeetoSuruadoayy
0}YOR1980]fortat}punozeunIvay}
‘spueys,auoouiosuaeMjaqde}prnom
aH‘uosiadauoydaoxeapoio&UTpues
pmnomauokiaagq“dey,ayqnogpares
semsensedyeoureSuourui0dauQ



Interviewer: Dennis Neeley

Interviewee: Mrs. Frances Neeley

Early Sports Activities
Ballgames have always provided

special pleasure for the people of
Jackson County. Participaters as well
as spectators have become involved
and shared in supporting local teams.

Basketball has been a popular sport
in Jackson County for many years.
However, basketball courts were not
likethosewehave today. The boys built
their own court from barrel hoops for
thegoaland trees for thegoal supports.
Many times the boys would play the
girls a game of basketball, but the boys
Caray have one hand tied behind their

c s .

Mr. Claude Matthews recalls one of
the few trips the Scottsboro basketball
team made. It was a journey to Flat
Rock, Alabama. The team left home
around8:30ona Saturday morning and
took the train to Stevenson. They were
then met by a man with a horse and
wagon which was to take the team up
the mountain. But the wagon was
overloaded, and the team had to climb
the mountain by foot. They played the
game and got home around 5:00 in the
afternoon.Mr.Matthewssaid that most
of the basketball games were played
either in the open or in a barn.

Mr.R.P.Wills,who was the principal
of the high school in Scottsboro around
1913 or 1914 built a gym, called “the
barn,” in the sight of the present junior
highgym. It was a plainbuildingwith a
few bleachers inside. The goals were
placedon the walls of the buildingwith
no boundaries on the floor. Mr.
Matthews recalls players’ running and
climbing the walls in order to make a
goal. Hestatedthat theballwas always
playable except when it went into the
stands. An admission of fifteen to
twenty-five cents was charged to the
basketball games because they were
indoors,but therewas noadmissionto a
football game unless it was predictedto
be a pretty good game.

The baseball and football games had
to be played in the day because there
were no lights. The football field was
locatedonMarket Street where the Bo‑
Kayflower shopnowstands. Scottsboro
played such teams as Bridgeport,
which had an academy and Flat Rock,
which had a Methodist Academy
School. :
Interviewers:

Carolyn Crawford
Connie Gentle
Steve GravittMark mas

Interviewees:
Mr. Claude Matthews
Mr. Gene Thomas
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Racial Discrimination
In The 1920's

Sports activities provided
entertainment in more ways than one.
The following story illustrates how one
game had more than the ordinary
excitement of a regular event.

As it happened,Fackler community’s
Blacks were to play Scottsboro’s
Blacks. The Fackler team had a
problem, their pitcher was gone and
they did not havea replacement. Uncle
Bil l Lovelady, known as a bit of a
character back then, was asked to help
them out. He go t some shoe polish and
blacked his face andhands.Thingswent
well until about the sixth inning.
Fackler was leading when the sweat
began to make the polish run off. The
members of the Scottsboro team were
furious and ran Bi l l out of town. This
seems to be the first incident of racial
discrimination in athletics in Jackson
County.

Interviewer: Charles Lovelady
Interviewee: Mr. Bedford Lovelady

Cock Fighting
Cock-fighting was a main form of

recreation for the grownups and

asthey did for their cows, dogs,andany
other valuable animal.

There was always a lot of money
changing hands at these events,
sometimes as much as three thousand
dollars. These fights were illegal, but
people still gathered in someone’s barn
ona Sunday afternoon to hold them. A
personwouldcome to thesefights, see a
good-looking start rooster, and bet his
money on it. Sometimes he would go
away from the fights smiling andhappy
becausehe had bet on the right rooster
and had won. But on the other hand,
more often, he left not smiling and
happy at all because he had lost his
money.

These fights were carried out
somewhat like our boxing its are
carried out today. The roosters were
placed in a p i t i ke area where they
would fight. The owner of the rooster
would place razor-type spurs around
the ankles of the rooster. These were
for cutting the other rooster. The
roosters were then placed in the p i t
where they would fight until one was
lead.
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Roosterswere sometimes placed in a
derby-like contest. When these contests
took place,a roosterwouldhave to fight
more than once to be a winner. When
theywere in a derby, the roosterswould
fight until one was dead. If his rooster
hadwon, the owner would then grab i t ,
suck blood from its beak, and ywit
back in theareana to fight again. When
another one was dead, the same
Process occurred. This would go on
untiltherewas just one rooster left, and
he was then declared champicn.

Interviewer: Bil ly Johnson
Interviewee: Mr. M.H. Thomas

Coon Hunting

One of the most physically deman‑
ding sports next to football is
coonhunting, a sport that seems to be
Practiced mainly by overall-clad
farmers.

To go coonhunting one needs at least
two hounds of a coonhunting breed:
Most hunters use black-and-tan breed
or treeing-walker dogs. We usually
usedthe former and did our hunting on
mountain ridges though sometimes we
also hunted cornfields. Iremember that
almost every time we hunted it was
often one o’clock in the morning or
later. Many times wewould spend six
hoursrunningupsteepwoodedhillsides
to get to atree the coon was in before he
could hide. A long run would usually
show its marks in the stiff movements
of both dogs and men the next day.

Interviewer: Josh Hayes

Rifle Exhibition
According toMr.Albert Ricker, there

was one event that attracted the people
ofScottsboroandJacksonCounty in the
year 1945. In that year, an exhibition
was put on by an expert marksman
from the RemingtonRifle Company at
the sight of the old Veteran’s Field.

During this show he threw six discs
about the size of agolf ball into the air
and shot them all before they hit the
ground. Other related skills occurred,
but the main event came last. In this
event the marksman shot at a piece of
cardboard several yards away and
femme an Indian head with the bullet

les.

Interviewer: Ronnie Ricker
Interviewee: Albert Ricker
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Save the ashes from an oak, hickory,

or other hardwood tree. These ashes
may be gathered directly from the
fireplace. They should be placed in a
large 50 pound barrel or in an ash
hopper--a trough with sides four feet
high and a small slit in the bottom to
allow the lye to drain out. The lye
should drain until there is enough to
make the soap. It is a reddish-brown
color.

Interviewers:
P a m McGinty
To m Gibson
Deby Redmond
Linda McAllister
Connie Gentle
Rita Grider
Judy Arnold
Mary Beth Shelton
Ernestine Robinson

Interviewees:
Miss Eunice Matthews
Miss Leola Matthews
Myrtle Bishop
Mrs. Cora Garner
Julius Keller
Mary Guinn
Mrs. Katherine Gamble
Mrs. Minzie Harris
The Griders

Killing And Dressing
A Chicken

Pick out a fine, fat hen and take it by
the neck. Sling it around with a jerking
motion til l you hear the neck pop. Then
dip the chicken in scalding water to
loosen the feathers. It should then be
possible to pull out the feathers with
ease. Singe all fine hairs off. The
chicken is now ready to cook and eat.

Interviewer: Ann Dicus
Interviewee: Mrs. T.H. Dicus

Killing And Dressing
A Hog

‘There are two methods for kil l ing a
hog: one canhit the hogin the headwith
the flat part of an ax or he can shoot it
with a 22rifle.

After the kill ing, thehogisplaced ina
large barrel and scalding water is
poured over him. This loosens the fine
hairs sothey can be scraped off with a
large butcher knife. The ankles of the
hog are cut so a sharp stick can be
placed between the tendons and the
ankle bone of the back feet. The hog is
then hung in the air,high enough so the
snout does not touch the ground. Then a
large slit ismade from the chin to the
stomach sothe insides can beremoved.
The hog is then laid on a scaffold and
cut up.

Interviewer: Ann Dicus
Interviewee: Mrs. T.H. Dicus

Curing Of Meat
Meat can be cured by setting it in a

big box for four to six weeks. It should
then betaken out, washedandsprinkled
with black pepper. After being hung up
and smoked, it is ready for use.,

Interviewer: Dale Hodges
Interviewee: Mrs. Callie Hodges

Making Cornmeal
Nail a piece of t in to a plank. Rub an

ear of corn against this tin to grind it
into meal for bread.

Interviewer: Irene Mitchell
Interviewee: Roney Mitchell

The Making Of Hominy
Cook corn in a pot of water (use

washing pot). Put some ashes in a bag
and put in with corn, This removes the
husk from the corn. When the corn is
tender, wash it several times. Then it is
ready to cream and use.

Interviewers:

Making Bread
From Commeal

Ingredients:
1 tps. salt
1cup cornmeal
1 tps. soda
1 cup milk

People would take corn from the
fields to the mi l l to be ground into
cornmeal. They took the cornmeal and
then added soda, salt, and milk. The
mixture was then placed in an iron pot
with a lid, and hot coals from the fire
were placedonthel i dto cook the bread.

Interviewers:
Deby Redmond
Mary Beth Shelton

Interviewees:
Mrs. Kathleen Gamble
Anonymous
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Clean pig’s feet and head very well
and cook in water until tender. Then
take the meat off the bone and season
with red pepper and salt. Pack in an
iron pot. Put a weight on top of
completely. Then take the l id off and
slice the souse meat. It is now ready to
eat.

Interviewers:
Mary Beth Shelton
Ernestine Robinson

Interviewees:
Mrs. Kathleen Gamble
Mrs. Minzie Harris

How To Make
Sorghum Syrup

After all sorghum juice has been
removed from the cane, place it in
buckets, and put them in a cooking vat
to heat the syrup.The heat will cook the
syrup to sugar.

Interviewer: Linda McAllister
Interviewee: Mr. Lloyd McAllister

Homemade Pickles
Place two gallons of cut cucumbers

into a jar. Add boiling salt water
containing two cups of salt per gallon of
water. Let this soak for twenty-four
hours. Drain the salt water and reboil
i t . Pour the same water over the
cucumbers again adding more, if
necessary. Repeat this for four days.
On the fourth day drain the salt water,
then add one tablespoon of alum to
make the pickles crisp. Soak this
mixture for one day, Then rinse the
alum off the cucumbers.

Next, make a syrup of the following
ingredients.

% oz. celery seed
1 stick cinnamon

The celery seedshould be placedin a
bag to add flavor without getting the
seeds in the syrup. When the syrup is
ready,pour over the cucumbers and let
stand for four days.
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Introduction

During the depression many people
were too proud to accept relief, sothey
learned to make good use of whatever
they trapped or killed. Skunk just
happened to be very plentiful, so they
made a meal of i t . They found that
skunk meatwaswhite, tender and tasty
and was also a favorite delicacy of the
Indians. Here are a couple of recipes
that wil l turn a polecat into a meal.

Broiled Skunk
Ingredients:

Skunk
Salt
Pepper
Onion Juice
Butter

Clean, skin, and gut the skunk. Then
carefully remove the scent glands.
Parboil in salted water for fifteen
minutes, Pour off water and add fresh
water. Let the water steam for one
hour, and then rub the meat with salt,
pepper and onion juice and spread
butter on the meat. Broil about forty
minutes and baste every ten minutes
with butter.

Interviewer: J.J. Keller
Interviewee: Mr. Rudder Gonce

Roast Skunk
Ingredients:

2 carrots
1 tsp. onion juice
Skunk

After cleaning the skunk and
removing the scent glands, parboil the
meat in saltedwater for fifteen minutes
and drain off water. Place the meat in
fresh water and steam until it becomes
.tender (about one h o u r ) , Place the
Tneat in a roastingpanandroast in oven
at 375 degrees. Add two sliced carrots
and one teaspoon of onion juice. Cook
uncovered for two hours.
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caused by a cold. Generally speaking,

however, only those people who trap
animals will have access to the
ingredients. One should bake a skunk
thoroughly. A spoonfulof the remaining
grease shovld be mixed with a little
sugar and taken whenever needed.

To get r id of a cold, one should mix
one teaspoon of sugar, one drop of
kerosene, and two drops of turpentine
ina half glass ofwater. One should then
drink this several times a day.

Hot ashes mixed with water and
placedonthe patient’schest will cure a
cold. It will take approximately four
hours.

For colds, one should boil the leaves
used in making catnip tea. Two
teaspoonsful of sugar should be added
to the liquid before drinking i t .

To get r id of a cold, one should boil
three onions. After removing the juice
from the onions and mixing it with two
teaspoons of sugar anda glass of water,
the patient should drink i t . This is
also an effective remedy for hives,
especially on babies.

Whiskey and lemon mixed togetherparboiled, is an effective remedy for
colds.

Tar mixed with vaseline or lard is
good for colds. One should place the
mixture on a wool cloth and tie it
around the patient’s neck. The cloth
must be woolen because this fabric
holds the heat better than any other.

Moonshine whiskey mixed with
Peppermintcandy is agood remedy for
colds.

For head colds, one should drink a
mixture of whiskey, sugar, water and
lemon, boiled together.

Coaloil or turpentine rubbed into the
chest are very good cures for the cold.

Asafetida (a w a x ) will ward off colds
from children if worn around their
necks.

When treating a baby’s cold, one
should mix one drop of turpentine and
one teaspoon of castor oil and give it tc
the baby.

Hoghook ( t h e toenail of ahog),when
made into a tea, can be used to break
pneumonia and flu.

A mustard plaster on the chest will
break up a bad cold.

To get r idof a cold,one should inhale
snuff deeply.

To ward off a cold, one should keep a
few drops of turpentine in a bottleat the
head of the bed.

Tea and bourbon is good for a cold.

Cons t i pa t i on
Forconstipationboilwalnut bark and

drink the tea. Use Black Drought for
constipation. Castor oil will relieve
constipation. E a t prunes fo r
irregularity. A good cure for bowel
trouble is to make a tea of flux weed.

Corns
To get r id of corns, one should rub

kerosene on the corn every night for
nine nights. He should then skip nine
nights, and then go through the
procedure again. The corn will then
disappear.

One should put bread, oil and paper
on the corn until it goes away.

A slice of lemon placed on a corn
every night wi l l eventually bring it to
the point where it can belifted.

One should rub corns with pumace
stone to get r id of them.

Coughs
Drink mullin tea or sassafras tea for

coughing.

A dill pickle with salt will stopcating:Alemon with salthelphelp
a l s o .

Honey helps coughing. Lemon juice
may be added.

Wearing asafetida around the neck
will cure whooping cough.

For whooping cough fry a ra t and eat
the grease.

A tea made from redwood bark will
help coughs.

A good cough syrup may be made
from mullin, water and sugar, boiled
until thick.

For a cough mix three spoons of
honey and one spoon of alum with one
cup of warm water. Take as needed.

Boiled onion with sugar is good for
croup.

Glycerin and whiskey make a good
cough syrup.

For coughs, take one teaspoon of

2

white or brown sugar and put a few
drops of coal oil on i t . This should be
given to children.

The recipe for a good homemade
cough syrup is as follows: Get a
handful of hickory bark, cherry bark,
and sweet gum bark. This should be
boiled together with two bunches of
hore-hound weed. Four cups of sugar
should then be added, and the mixture
should be boiled to a syrup.

Another cough syrupcan be madeby
combining one cup of white or brown
sugar, % teaspoon salt, and ¥%4 teaspoon
of black pepper. One teaspoon of this
held in one’s mouth until it melts will
stop coughing immediately.

Cure-Alls
Boil sassafras roots into a tea. This

drink may be u s e das asedative, a cure
for almost anything, or a preventative
in general.

To ward off illness wear asafetida
around the neck.

_ Garlic may be worn around the neck
in a sack tokeep children from having
diseases.

Mustard plaster is used mainly for
heartattacks, but may also be used for
any kind of pain. To make mustard
p l a s t e rput asmall amount o fflour i na
sack and rol l it out. Lay the sack on the
heart or where the person is hurting.

A mixture of asafetida and whiskey
may be used to prevent such diseases
as measles, mumps, chicken pox, or
whooping cough.

Sulphur and cream of tartar is a
mixture taken to purify the blood.

Chicken noodle soup cures all.

Take castor oil every morning to
clean out the system.

Give a child an aspirin every day
from birth to twelve years, and he will
becomea better person.

" C u t s
A p i e c eo fmeat o na cut will draw the

pus out of i t .

Cut the bark off a red oak tree and
boil i t . Put the tea in a pan with a little
salt and soak the infected area.

Rub honey directly on a cut.

Put kerosene on the cut.
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Rub saliva overa sting. It scatters

the poison and keeps it from infecting.

Use a fine-toothed comb to remove
lice from the head. Sometimes it is
necessary to shave the head.

I tch
Usea mixtureof sulfur and grease to

relive itching.

Boil poke salad root with sugar and
put on the area which is itching.

One should drink strong whiskey to
break out the measles.

To break measles out, eat sheep pills.

M um p s
Rubbing sardine juice on the swollen

area will cure mumps.

Poision I v y
Or Poison Oak

Take several green tomatoes and cut
them in half. Rub them across the
portion of the skin that is broken out
with poison ivy or poison oak, The juice
with the acid in it should cure the rash.

For poison oak take fresh milk
directly from the cow, boil i t , and then
apply it to infectedareas.Do this once a
day for a week, and the infectionshould
be gone.

A cure for poison i vy is mixing coffee
and baking soda into a paste and
spreading it over the area.

Remov i ng Bones
To remove a fish bone from the

throat, cut a lemon in half and sck the
juice of it slowly. This will soften the
bone and give quick relief.

Rheumatism
Skinan eel and save the skin.D r y the

skinand cut it into strips to put around
the par t of the body troubled by
rheumatism. Wear the skin as a belt if
it is long enough.

The rheumatism sufferer should
place his head on a pillow with a quart

jar of cold water under the pillow.

Ginseng cures rheumatism.

Snakebites
Tocureasnakebite,k i l la chickenand

place it directly onthebite.The chicken
will turn green once the poison is gone
from the body.

S o r e Mouth
Take yellow root which grows on

CumberlandMountain; mix with water
and gargle.

Apply leeches to mouth ulcers.

So re Muscles

Usea liniment made from turpentine
and eggs. Rub this mixture onto the
sore muscles.

Break up a handful of green dog
fennel plant and place it in a jar. Add
one tablespoon of turpentine. Fill the
jar full of cider and vinegar and shake.
Apply to a sore muscular area.

So re Throats
For sore throat, one should tie adirty

sock around his neck and lose it in bed.

Torelieve asore throat, one should
g a r g l ewith kerosene.
A mixture of lemon juice, vinegar,

andhoney will get r id of a sore throat.

One should dr ink one spoonful
of kerosenemixedwith sugar to relieve
a sore throat.

Red oak tea is good for sore throat.
The recipe is as follows: Take the bark
from a red oak tree, andboil it in water
until the solution turns red. One can
drink this for minor mouth ailments
and toothache, as well as sore throat.

Gargling with hot salty water will
relieve sore throat.

To relieve sore throat, one should
inhale a pinch of snuff.

Yellow root should beused to cure a
severe sore throat. It can be eaten or
chewed raw, or boiled into a tea.

For sore throat, one should drink one
teaspoonful of sugar mixed with one
drop each of kerosene and turpentine.

Sp l i n te rs
Take the lining from an eggshell and

place it on the skin wherea splinter is
located. Thiswil l draw out the splinter.

Sprains
For a sprain mix vinegar and red

clay mud into a thick paste. Put this
mixture into a cloth, and then wrap it
around the sprain. Wrap brown paper
soaked in vinegar over the cloth.

Make a poultice of salt, egg yolk and
vinegar. Place this ona sprain to make
the swelling go down.

Makea paste of a dirt dauber’s nest
and vinegar. Putting this on a sprain
will make the swelling go down.

St ies
If one wishes to be r i d of a sty, he

should do the following: Go to a
crossroadsandsay, ‘“‘Leavemy eye and
o to the next one who passes by.” The
sty wil l disappear.

Stomach Ache
To cure a stomach ache, a person

should take the skin off a chicken’s
neckand let it dry. Theskin should then
be boiled in sauce. The patient will get
well when he drinks this.

If one swallows a chunk of ice, his
stomach ache will be cured.

Warmedsalt, placed ina bagand laid
onone’s stomach, will cure a stomach
ache.

If onemixes rue ( a n h e r b ) with sugar
until it becomes syrupy, he will havean
effective medicine for the stomach
ache.

To cure a stomach ache, one should
scrape the bark off a peach tree, boil i t ,
and drink it.

To cure a baby’s colic, one should
cook an onion and feed the baby the
juice.

Swe l l i n g
_For swelling, one should pat tobacco
j u i c e onto the swollen area.

Baking soda mixed with water to
m a k ea p a s t eis avery effective remedy
for swelling.
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The Bridge Ghost

It is told that amanwas oncekilledin
a car on a Saturday at 5:00 p.m. near
the B.B. Comer bridge. After this ac‑
cident happened, word got out that
whena car got to the very spot where
the man was killed, the car motor
would die. The man who was killed
would thenappear in awhite gown. The
ghost would walk around the car five
times, then disappear into the woods.
Immediately themotor in the car would
start.

Interviewer: Jane Phillips
Interviewee: Mrs. Bobbi Carbonneau

The Dark Lady
This story, as told by Micheal

Maynor, occurred in 1966 or ’67 in he
Woods Cove area.

It seems that his parents were
drivinghome fromchurchontheWoods
Cove Road, which is a long, dark,
spooky road. At one point in the road
there is a wooded area with a cemetery
nearby. As they approached this point,
they saw an old lady dressed in a long,
dark dress and shawl, carrying a
basket. They said shewalked from one
side of the road to the other and then
disappeared into the woods.
The next day, when passingby the

same spot, they discovered a fence on
bothsidesof the road,which the woman
apparently walked through. They never
found out who she was, and she was
never seen by them again.

Interviewer: Linda Evett
Interviewee: Mr. Michael Maynor

Lady On Horseback

Some people from Jackson County
were horseback riding one night. The
weather was awful: it was raining,
lightning and thundering and the sky
was very dark. These people rode by a
cemetery out in the country, just over
the Tennessee line. Before this time a
woman hadbeenkilledthere.When the
people rode by there that night, they
hearda woman screaming. The woman
jumpedon thebackof one of the horses.
The horsegot excitedand began to run
very fast. The horse galloped toward
home, but when the horse reached the
gate, the woman was not there.

Interviewer: Lyn Stephens
Interviewee: Mrs. Alice Clark

The Slave Ghost

There is an old house at Langston in
which mysterious things have taken
place. The manwho lived in this house
during the Civil War owned some
slaves. After the war was over, instead
of freeing theseslaves,hechained them
toa tree in the vard of the house.He left
them there to starve to death. It is said
that after their death, one could sit on
the front porch after sundown and see
one of the slaves chained to the tree.

Ithasbeensaid that at twelve o’clock
every night the front door would swing
open andwindwouldwhirl through the
house.The peoplewho lived there tried
locking and bolting the door. When
midnight came, however, the locks
would fall off and the door would swing
open.

Interviewer: Phillip Wilborn
Interviewee: Mrs. Gathel Wilborn

Wandering Woman
When my grandmother, Mrs. Lina

Mae Phillips, was a young girl, she
went to spend the night with some
friends. They were sitting
talking when they saw a woman coming
down the road.The ladywho owned the
house got up to shut the door, because
she thought it was an aunt of hers who
had come back from the dead. The
woman came on down the street and
walked across the yard. When she
turned the corner of the house, thegirls
lookedout another window to seewhere
she went. She had disappeared.
More than a few people saw this

woman. One night Mr. Dixson was
coming home late at night. He was
walking down the road through a
wooded area when he saw a woman
coming toward him. Beforehegot close
enough to see who it was, the woman
steppedbehinda tree.Hethought it was
hiswife andsaid, “al l right,L i l ly,come
onout. I saw you go behind that tree.”
When he got to the tree, there was no
one there.Heranal l theway home,and
when he arrived, his wife was there
with their children.

Several people came along after that
and told of seeing the woman walking
around a field. They tried to find out
who she was but could not get close
enough because she would disappear.
After the area was cleared and more
thickly populated, she was never seen
again.

Interviewer: Lawrence Phillips
Interviewee: Mrs. Lina Mae Phillips
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The Ghost Who
Choked People

This story is told by Mrs.Obie Clark,
asrelatedtoherby hergrandmother. It
is reported to have begun happening in
the 1800’s.

A man slept in a particular room
every night.During the night, he would

‘ s omeone coming toward him.This
“thing” would start choking him until
hecouldnot breathe.Hewould cut on a
light but would see nothing. The
choking would also stop. He told
everyone about this experience, but no
one would believe him except his
grandmother. She believed h im
because she owned the house and had
heard this story before. She was going
to sleep in his bed to see if this would
happen to her. That night she heard
someone walking toward her. He
started choking her, and she began to
scream. Her grandson heard her
screaming and came running into the
room. He switched on the light, but
they saw nothing. The choking had
stopped immediately. Ever since this
time, anyone who sleeps in this bed
hears someone walking and feels
someone choking him.

Interviewer: Lyn Stephens
Interviewee: Mrs. Obie Clark

An Old Lady’
And Her Parrot

At one time there livedanold lady in
the GoosePondCommunity who had a
problemwith low calcium in her bones.
She lived by herself with only her
parrot to keep her company. As time
passedby, the old lady got worse, until
finally she died. Her ly was
discovered about a week later with a
hole pecked through the skull for the
parrot had gotten hungry dur ing this
long time. The woman was buried
amongst the trees near her property.
Her parrot, which had died shortly
‐ the woman did, was buried with
er.

It has since been reported that
around midnight, the grave starts
glowing, the trees start blowing, and a
parrot flies out frombeneath the trees.

Interviewer: John Thomas
Interviewee: M r. J.0. Chambers

Will Davis’ Ghost Friend
Will Davis lived in Jackson County

all his life. He claimed some land on
Crow Mountain in the late 1890's when
thehomesteadingwas going on. Hewas
clearing off his land and logging when
he noticed another man, name
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Interviewer: Rita Harless

Interviewee: Mr. Gary Allen

Twisting Skull
Many years ago, there was an Indian

graveyard called Ninety-Six Springs in
this area. One day a young boy was
playing there and accidently dug up an
Indian skull.

The boy took the skull home with him
and put it beside his bed. The skull
twistedand turned, keepinghim awake
all night long. He moved it to other
rooms several times, but it always
reappeared in his room.

The next morning the boy returned
the skull to the graveyard.
Interviewers:

Jana Downey
Al Butler

Interviewee: M r . Lee Hancock

Mr. Snodgrass’ Body
M r .N a tSnodgrass r a na plantation in

Bellefonte of over 1500 acres. At one
time his arthritis and rheumatism
became so bad that one of his slaves
had to drive him around in a buggy
whenever he wanted to survey his
property. Finally he died in 1848.

His body was placed on boards that
had been laid across two chairs. Many
people gathered in the parlor that night
tosit with hisbody.About 12:30a.m. ole
Nat’sbody jerked and sat up. Everyone
scatteredasif acannonball hadstruck.
A few minutes later, some of the braver
people decided it was a muscle spasm.
They came back, pushedole Nat down,
and put weights on his body to keep it
from jerking again. After the wake was
again underway, N a t jerked up again,
causing all the weights to hit the floor.

It is said that even today, onany night
a litt le past 1:00 a.m. one can hear the
weights h i t the floor.

Interviewers:
Leslie Copenhaver
Jimmy Nelson

Mrs. Edna Clyde Gay

The Three Sisters
This story is about my great‑

grandfather, Wilson Perry, during the
late 1800’s.It was told to me by Mrs. Ida
Cowley, my grandmother. There were
three sisterswho were always telling
stories about seeing ghosts and people
who had been dead for ten or fifteen
years. Of allof their tales there was one
specific tale that they tried to get

peopleto believe. It was said that every
night at midnight a woman holding a
baby without a head would be sitting
under a certain bush along a road. This
road is close to a mountainand at night
it was very dark and spooky. The three
sisters tried to get people to go with
them so they could prove their story
true.

One night when everybody was at
church, the oldest of the three sisters
was not there. Later she was found
dead on the road close to the bush.

That happened on a Sunday night,
and the: following Sunday night the
middle sister was found dead near the
bush. The youngest of the three sisters
was found dead the next Sunday.

After that my great-grandfather said
that every Sunday night, when he was
traveling ontheroad, he would pass the
bush where he would see the three
sisters. They were always sitting in a
row,startingwith the oldest sister,then
the middle one, and finally the
youngest.

Interviewer: Ronnie Skelton
Interviewee: Mrs. Ida Cowley

Sell Your Soul?

Several years ago a fortune teller
witch lived in the Tupelo area. She
could see into the future and tell people
what would happen to them and their
children in later years. A man in the
vicinity learned of her powers and
decided that he, too, wanted to be able
to look into the future. He went to this
witch and begged her to grant him the
powers. She told him that he did not
know what hewas getting himself into,
and she would not grant him the
powers. He continued to annoy her,
however, until she finally told him,
“Meet me at Liberty Cemetery every
night for eight nights at the eleventh

ur.””

The man followed the instructions of
the witch, arriving at the cemetery at
the appointment time. Each night there
was a great black cat there. It would sit
‘on one of the tombstones and stare at
him.Theeighth nighthereturned to the
cemetery, and instead of seeing the
familiar black cat, hesaw the devil! He
was dressed in black, had fiery eyes
and horns, and beckoned to the man to
come to him. Something told the man
that the devil wanted him to sell his soul
before being granted the powers. The
man,horrified, fled the graveyard, and
changed his opinion about witchcraft.

Interviewer: Connie Pckett
Interviewee: Mrs. Erlene Bohannon

The Witch
At The Coffee Home

This story was told to Mama
Granny, otherwise known as Mrs.
Aubrev Grider, by Grandma Smith,
Mrs. Grider’s grandmother. It took
place in the old Coffee home at Rash.
Grandma Smith was the Coffee’s maid.
The characters are Plez Coffee, his
brother,whosenameis forgotten, anda
w i t c h .

Plez and his brother slept upstairs at
the Coffee home. One day Plez started
noticing how tired his brother looked
and asked him why. His brother told
him that every night a witch came in
the window with a bridal and rode him
like a horse. Plez then decided that he
would sleep on his brother’s side of the
bed. That night Plez was in bed when
the witch came in the window and
started to put the bridle on him. Plez
grabbed her a r m and cut it round and
round; in the process he cut off her
sleeve.

The next day, Grandma Smith went
upstairs to clean. She found the sleeve
and asked the boys which one of them
had Alice Romines’ sleeve in his bed.
( A l i c e Romines wasa girl who lived in
the Rash a r e a ) . Plez told her the story.
Later on in the week, Alice was seen
with her arm in bandages. When she
was askedwhat happened,she said that
she fell on a fence.

Interviewer: Rita Grider
Interviewees:

Mrs. Aubrey Grider
Grandma Smith

Mrs. Kelly Sparkman
Mrs. Kelly Sparkman, born the fifth

of March, 1885, has lived in Jackson
County all of her life. Mrs. Sparkmian
tells of a story that was told to her
great-aunt, Miss Martha Guffey. Mrs.
Sparkman states that she was eight or
ninewhen this story was told. The story
takes place in D r y Cove.

Mrs. Sparkman says that her great‑
aunt Martha knew an old witch that
lived close to her in D r y Cove. They
livedalong this branch that ran through
Dry Cove.

Miss Martha had heard a lot about
witches, and how they could turn
themselves into different things.
Martha thought this would be fun, so
she decided to become a witch.

‘The old witch was going to show her
how to become a witch. The witch told
her that she would have to turn herself
over to the Devil.In order todothis, the
witch told her to goto a certain part of
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The Dead Lady

This story takes placearound 1929 in
the Ridges of Stevenson. Back around
that time, a person who died was often
not taken to a funeral home unless the
body was in bad shape.

This is a true story about a lady
namedMrs.Watson who hadbeen sick
for six months.Shewas expected todie.
anytime.

Mrs. Watson was pronounced dead
early one morning. The family was
poor, so rather than having her em‑
balmed, her husband just had her
cleaned up and laid out.

Many friends and relatives came to
pay their last respects. The day passed
quickly andmany people planned to sit
upal l night with her body. Around 8:30
that night, there were fifteen or twenty
people sitting up with the body. A m o n g
these people was Mrs. Stella Talley’s
grandfather who told her this story
later. They were all gathered around
the fireplace sinceit was rather cold..
They were talking about the old times,
when someone across the room said,
“ I t ' s cold.” At that time everyone
looked over to the other side of the
room.Mrs.Watson, who was supposed
to have been dead, was sitting up.
Everyonein the roomheadedfor the
door,running likecrazy. A fat ladywas
so frightened that she ran outside and
crawled under a car. Afterwards, she
could not get out until the car was
jacked up.
The lady, Mrs. Watson, who was

supposedto havedied,hadmerely been
ina deep coma, and the doctor thought
she was dead.
Interviewer: Gary Talley
Interviewee: Mrs. Stella Talley

A Man
Who Died On A Mountain

During the winter months when it
was very cold, an old mandied up on
the mountain. They brought his body
back to his home in Fackler. They
opened up the coffin and everyone
passed a roundand looked at the body.
Everyone was seated, and it was real
quite in the room.Then, all of a sudden,
the old man raisedup out of the coffin
and said, “‘Stir up the fire; it’s getting
cold over here in this corner.”
Interviewer: Charles Eakin
Interviewee: M r. Hugh Dudley

Strange Experiments
It seems that during the late 1800’s a

doctor in Stevensonlived in a two-story
house with an attic, next door to the‑

Stevenson Baptist Church. At night the
people in the neighborhood could hear
strange sounds from the house.While
all of this was going on, citizens of the
community began to disappear, and
within a few weeks, over ten people
were missing. The folks of the town
became suspicious of the doctor and
broke into his home one night.

They found the doctor experimenting
with the bodies of the people who were
missing.Allof the people the doctorwas
experimentingwith hadcertainparts of
their bodies missing. The people of the
town forcedthedoctor to tell themwhat
he was doing. He told them abouthis
aim to create a perfect man from the
perfect parts of differentpeople.
The people of the town were

ready to hang the doctor, but he talked
them into letting him go to the attic for
a minute. After a long while had
passed, and the doctor had not
returned, the people went to
investigate. When they arrived at the
attic door, they founda notestating that
the doctor had gone into the attic and
placing a curse onanyone whoentered
the attic and disturbed his coffin.
Today this house is still standing and

noonewill enter theattic of the house to
see if thedoctor is really in the coffin or
not.

Interviewer: Mack Peters
Interviewee: Mr. Robert Dawson

Mystery Treasure
Mrs , Wayne Shelton related the

followingstory: ‘About forty years ago
in Carnes, there lived a man whose
name I cannot reveal. I ’m not sure
what kind of work he did, but he
probably was a farmer. Hewas a good
man who worked very hard. He wasn’t
a wealthy man, but saved as much as
hecould, and it was rumored that he
had buried i t . Of course being a man
withafamily heprobablydidn’t save as
much as most people thought.

“Onenight,after his death, severalof
themen in the community got together.
After talkingabout this hidden treasure
for a while, they decided to go look for
i t . It took a lot of digging and back‑pherework, but they finally hit a
est.

“Before they could seewhat it looked
like, a ghost-like figure rose up out of
the ground. They all ran back to the
car. In those days cars had
runningboards on the sides. Eve r y
single one of those men said that the
man’s ghost rode on therunningboard
nearly all the way back home with
them. I ’ mnot quite surewhether this is
atrue story or not, butasfar as1know
nobody ever went back up there tofind
out what had been discovered.”

Interviewer: Ricky Shelton
Interviewee: Mrs. Wayne Shelton

The Gold Smoke
This story takes placein an old house

near the Scottsboro city park.

It seems there was an old man that
livedalone in this house.He hadplentyo fmoney,but didnot b e l i e v ei nkeepingit.
in the bank. He always had the money
that hehadsavedturned intogold sohe
couldkeepit aroundthe houseandbury
i t . Everyonearoundknew about the old
man’s money.

When theoldmandied,hewas buried
near his home. Since he had no family
to claim what he left, people began to
comearoundto look for the money. It is
said that when anybody came into the
house, a yellow smoke would fill the
room. If anybody tried to dig in the
ground, the smoke would come from
the ground. This was supposed to have
been causedby all the gold the oldman
had in the house. The gold has never
been found.

Interviewer: Deborah Lewis
Interviewee: Mrs. Simmons Grider

The Peg Leg Ghost
This s t o r y was told t o me b y Mrs.

Harvey Eakin, as told to her by her
grandmother, Mrs. Jane Guinn. Mrs.
Eakinwasn’t sure when the story took
place, because it was so long ago.

There was a house (place unknown)
that everyone in that community
thought was haunted. No one would
stay there past midnight. A fewpeople
of the community paida man to stay in
the house overnight. After he had
settled himself in the front room, he
heard something coming toward the
house. It made a sort of thumping
sound.When it got to thehouse, the door

and there stood a ghost with a
peg leg. This was the ghost of the man
(unknown) who had owned the house.

The visiting man asked, ‘What in the
name of the Lord do you want?”

“Follow me,” replied the ghost.

The man followed the ghost outside,
and suddenly the ghost disappeared.
Although the mancouldnot see him, he
could hear the sound of his peg leg.
Finally they came to an oldmill house,
which theghosthadownedwhen hewas
alive.Theghost reappearedagainafter
they were inside.The ghost pointedtoa
Jooseboardin thefloor andtold theman
to dig there. The ghost disappeared.
‘The man dug down and found a large
amount of money.
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These four women exclaimed that they

were sure that it was nota cow they had
seen.

Interviewer: Carolyn Crawford
Interviewee; Mrs. Forrestine Brown

A Horse
That Was A Ghost

This is a story told to ShermanWebb
byhisfather,WilliamC.Webb.William
C. Webb was squirrel hunting around
Hollywood one day, in the late 1930’s,
and it was getting dark when he got to
the rocky road which led through the
ridge. Upon reaching the ridge, he saw
a white horse running on the rocks, but
he couldn’t hear any noise that the
horse should have been making. He
couldn’t figure out why there was no
noise unless it was because the horse
was a ghost.

Interviewer: Linda Webb
Interviewee: Mr. Sherman Webb

The White Horse
Approximately five years ago there

was a house fire near Woodville in
which a man was burned to death.
Before his death he told some people
that he would be reincarnated as a
white horse. When the remains of the
house were removed from the land,
another house was built. Awhite horse
has since been seen from the house at
midnight on rainy nights. The horse
was seen on the road in front of the
house,butassoonas it passedthe house
it disappeared.

Interviewer: Debbie Johnson
Interviewee: Mary Huggins

The Dog In The Hollow
This story was told to me by my
grandmother, Mrs.Veda Lands,as told
to her by her grandfather, Mr. Moore.
This is a true story.

Once when Mr. Moore was walking
his date home, he had to follow a road
through the woods and down through a
hollow to get to her house. There were
sayings that this hollow was haunted.
When they got down in the hollow, a
little white dog appeared and started
walkingwith them.M r.Mooreswung at
the dogwitha stick, andit seemed to go
through the dog. He tried hitting it
several times, but it was just like a
ghost. Then the dog disappeared.

Interviewer: Denny Williams
Interviewee: Mrs. Veda Lands

The Chase
This story was told to me by my.

father, HowardBrewer, as told to him
by his mother, DovieDavis. The story
is about my great-grandfather, Joel
Sharp, when he was very young.

My great-grandfather lived on
Cumberland Mountain and was on his
way home one day. He had to walk
through the woods to reach his house,
which was still almost a mile away. He
heard a noise and turned around, only
to get a look at something not much
larger than a bigdog. Whatever it was,
it was black and started chasing him.
He ran until he reached the house. He
hadrunsolongandhard that he almost
died of a heart attack.

The story wouldnot besoremarkable
except that nobody knows what was
chasing him. The animal had been
reportedly seen by a couple of people,
but nobody knew what kind of an
animal it was. Nothing had been seen
like it before, andnobody ever reported
seeing it again.

Interviewer: Delores Brewer
Interviewee: Mr. Howard Brewer

The Tree
Aman tried to buy afine horse from a

second man. The owner of the animal
refusedto sell i t . The first man said to
him, “But I ' l l get i t , ” and then he left.
That was a fine plow horse, and the
owner did not plan on selling it at any
price. The man who wished to buy it
was not very well liked anyway.

A fewweeks later the horse turnedup
missingandwas founddead in a nearby
creek. The owner of the horse was
furious, sohe and a few of his friends
went to hang the man who tried to buy
thehorse.They found himat home and
questioned him on the matter. He said
he didnotdoit andhadnoidea who did.

The men hanged him anyway on a
nearby tree. The next day the tree died,
losing al l its leaves. The next owner of
the house said that one night he had
seen a noose on the tree. He sold the
house the following day.

No one else has ever reported seeing
the noose.

Interviewer: Tom Kolarik
Interviewee: Amy Smith

The Monster Who Killed Children
There use to be a place in Jackson

County which inspired fear in all the
children,especially at night. The exact
location of this place is uncertain.

It was like a path, surrounded in one
spot by so many trees that it was
completely black, except for any
moonlight that seeped through.

All the children were afraid of some
monster that lurked there in the dark.
This monster would hurt or even ki l l
any child it caught.

Thechildren tried to tell their parents
of the monster, but, of course, the
parents never paid much attention to
them.

The Whatever
Mr.DaveMitchell was walking down

a road one night, when he saw
something coming towards him. He
didn’t know what it was. Sometimes it
wouldwalk on four feet and sometimes
two. It looked partly like a man and
partly likeabear, but oldDavedecided
hewasn’t going to find out what it was.
So hecrawled under a fence. The thing
went on by him andhe never did see it
again.
Interviewer: Marlene Mitchell
Interviewee: Mr. Dave Mitchell

Whenever anybody approached this
place, he would run through as fast as
he could go so that he wouldn’t be
caught.

Some of the kids would swear that
they had seen this monster, and others
said they were almost caught. They
begandaringeach other to run through
the path.

Then one daya little boy was found
there. He was dead. No one ever knew
how or why; but the children knew.

Interviewer: Valerie Gogan
Interviewee: Mr. Charlie Smith

A Disappearing Light

_Two men walking along a path one
night heard something following them.
When they turned around, al l they saw
was a light.When they wenttoward the
light to investigate i t , it suddenly
disappeared.

Interviewer: Marlene Mitchell
Interviewee: Dave Mitchell
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The Ghost Clock

The following ghost story was told to
me by M r. and Mrs . Carl McLemore,
‘whoknewof the story through personal
experience. According to M r.andMrs.
McLemore, there used to be a house
sitting in thefieldin front ofwhat is now
Marvin’s Lumber Co. Mrs. McLemore
said that she was always told that the
house was haunted, but since she did
. Rot believe in ghosts, she refused to
accept sucha story.

One night after a storm, Mr. and Mrs.
McLemore and their son were
returning to this house from their storm
cellar. They went straight to bed. Mrs.
McLemore said she wished she had
looked at her table clock to see what
time i t was, but being ex t reme ly tired,
she neglected to do so. A litt le later
however, the chimes of a seven-day
clock struck three times. When she got
up to look at the clock, she saw that it
really was three o’clock, but her clock
could not chime. There was not even a
seven-day clock in her house. Another
timewhen the family hadcompany, the
clock struck eleven times.When she got
up to look at the table clock, it actually
was eleven o’clock.

The ghost clock was always correct,
but nobody ever knew from where the
striking of the seven-day clock came.
The seven-day clock only seemed to
strike at night.

Interviewer: Brenda Whitehead
Interviewees: M r . and Mrs. Carl
McLemore

The Pikeville
School Bell

This is a story about the oldPikeville
school,which was locatedat the foot of
Cumberland Mountain.

The school was built sometime
between the years 1900 and 1910. Mrs .
Bradford said the teacher helped in
building the school, which was a small,
one-room structure. He did not
remember the name of the teacher;
however, he did say that the teacher
taught there until his death.

It hasbeensaid that the teacher rang
the school bell regularly,even after his
death.Someof hisstudents heard it and
believedit was he, because herang the
bell with a certain rhythm.

Interviewer: Ronald A. Wright
Interviewee: Mr. Herman Bradford.

The Glowing Graves
There are several fenced-in graves

located in the woods back of the new
Goodyear plant. It is said that on a
clear, moonlit night, the graves glow.
Theheadstonesshinewith a lime green
color,andfroma distance they look like
ghosts rising from the ground.

Mrs. Potter states that the glowing
graves have been a favorite parking
placewith the young people in the area
for many years.

Interviewers:

Mable Potter
Mr. Randall Holder

Warning Lights
This event was told to me by my

grandmother,MrsBi l l Grider, who will
be70years of age in 1973.The story was
told to her by her mother, Susan
Winkles,who diedalmost 16years ago.
My grandmother explained to me that
this event occurred in the year 1907,
over 65 years ago.

One night my great grandfather,
Dick Winkles, was passing by a house
with a load of wood. The house was
vacant, and yet he saw lights on inside.
When he reached his home, he told his
wife, Susan, that he had seen lights in
the vacant housedown the road. In just
a few days, he passed away.

Interviewer: Barbara Adkins
Interviewee: Mrs. B i l l Grider

Moving Light At Aspel
Miss Myrtle Hastings, Mrs. Pauline

Benson,andMr.Gentry Hastings,all of
Aspel, Alabama, tell the following
stories about a moving light in their
community.

Miss Hastings described a light that
travels in Caney Cave on dark rainy
nights and is often seen traveling up
and down Caney Beach. Nobody has
ever known what it is, but all old
residents of Aspel have seen it and
know the stories about it to be true. The
light looks like a lanternwith someone
carrying it, but nothing can be seen
except the light moving by itself. The
Bey is visible at any time during the

it.

MissHastingssaidthat a Mr.Stewart
told her of his experiences with this
light. She said one night he opened his
door and stepped out on the porch. He
saw this light comingdown the ridge in
front of his house. He stood there and
watched the light until it came across
the road and into h is ya r d . He then
stepped back into the doorway and the
light started up his front steps. It came
across the porch and toward the door.
Right before the light got to the door,
Mr. Stewart slammed it shut. He said
that he just could not stand the thought
of that light walking over him.

Miss Hastings said that she saw the
light one night herself. She was just a
young gir l at the time and was still
living with her mother. She said they
hadtwo beds in one room. She slept in
one bed, and her mother and younger
brother slept in theother one. One night
she woke up, and there was a light
shining on their television set. She
thought it was someone shining a light
through the window. Then the light
began to move around the room. She

pulled the window shade down, but the
light was still there. The light moved
over to her mother’s bed and started
moving up and down the bed. She be‑
came frightened and yelled, “What
in the devil is that?” and the light
went out.
Mrs. Pauline Benson said that one

night she woke up, and the light was
goingaroundandaroundher room.She
said that she watched it for a little
while, and then it suddenly went out. A
few days later they received word that
her brother had been killed in World
War I I . She now believes the light to
have beena sign that her brother had
been killed.

Mr.GentryHastingsstates that aMr.
BusterHastingsbuilt a loghousewith a
large open hall down the middle of it.
Mr. Gentry Hastings said M r. Buster
liked to explore caves and mountains.
One day he was exploring a mountain
andfoundalargeholein the ground. He
climbeddown into the hole and found a
skeleton of an animal. He took the
skeletonback to his house andput it i na
largecloset in theopen hall. That night
he heard something outside, so he
opened the door and looked. There was
a light in his front yard, but hecouldn’t
see anyone. Then the light began to
move toward thehouse. The light came
up the steps and started toward the
hall. This frightened him, and he ran
into thehouseandbarredthe door. The
next day he took the skeleton back,
because he believed that was what
caused the light to come to his house.

Interviewer:
Mike Benson

Interviewees:
Miss Myrtle Hastings
Mrs. Pauline Benson
Mr. Gentry Hastings
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The Repeating Voices

Of Death
Mrs. Essie Glass told us the story of

how her grandmother. C indy Ta l l y ,
once lived in a haunted house in
Fackler. The house was formerly
ownedby a young, widowed lady. While
this young lady lived in the house,
shewas often visitedby amanwho was
perhaps in love with her.

On a certain night during the late
1860's,the youngwomanwas murdered
after an argument with her reported
lover. She was killed with a pair of
scissors during a violent rain storm.

Noonewas willing to live in the house
until the Talleys bought it andmovedit.
Shorl ty thereafter, s t range things
began to happen. E v e r y rainv n igh t a
large, bloody spot would appear where
‘the murdered victim had lain years
before. At dusk they’ would hear
someone say, “Hello,” and the gate
would squeak open . They would see no
one when they looked.Later they would
hear the sewing machine being
dragged out from the wall and the
pedals beginning to slowly move. Mrs.
Glass recalls ‘how her grandmother
would tell of hearing voices of aman
and a woman every time it would rain.

Despite Cindy Tally’s efforts to
disbelieve, she was convinced that the
murder sounds and blood stains that
appeared during every rain after
nightfall were definitly real.
Interviewers:

Steve Patrick
Chuck Gibson

Interviewee: Mrs. Essie Glass.

The Red House

There usedto bea large, red colonial
house in Section that was rumored to
have been haunted. It belonged to Mrs.
Myrtle Zeigler’s family.

The entire neighborhood was
frightened of this house. Noises were
often heard coming from inside
particularly at night. A neighbor, Mrs.
Gant, said she could look out her
kitchen window at night and see lights
going on and off.

Mrs . Zeigler states that she does not
believethat thehousewas haunted.Her
theory is that mengambledin the house
at night, thus explaining the lights and
n o i s e s .  ~

Interviewer: Marsha McGahey
Interviewee: Mrs. Myrt le Zeigler.

The Unknown Ghost Of Carnes Cove
One of the most well-known ghost

stories in Jackson County around the
early twentieth century was of aghost
that was never seen. Hewas fregently
heard, however,and often left evidence
of his presence. This ghost haunted an
old English home located in Carnes,
North of Fackler,Alabama. The house,
over one hundred years old, is still
lived in today.

There are several stories told about
this ghost. One is that every afternoon
at the same time, he makes noises
soundinglikea large piece of ironbeing
dragged across the floor.

Another story states that almost
every night the ghost will walk through
the halls of the house, opening and
closing the front door periodically. One
night the family timing these heard the
front door swingopen. They thought the
wind had blown it open so one of the
boys got up to close i t . When he reached
the door, it was closed and locked.

Occasionally on weekends, the
parents would lie in bed waiting for
their sons to come home from their
dates. A car would be heard dr iv ing up
the roadand stopping in front of their

house.They would wait for their sons to
come in, but no one would enter. When
they wouldget uz to see if anything was
wrong. There would be no car.

Every Saturday afternoon the family
would go to town to do their shopping.
On returning, they would often find a
tea pot of water boiling on the stove.

Still another story has it that several
peoplecameto visit the family oneday.
Asthey walkedup the drive, they heard
a radio going ful l blast. When they
reached the porch, however, the radio
went offmysteriously.The visitors soon
discovered that the family was not at
home-the ghost again!

‘The father got up one morning only to
find his shoe strings tied together.

Many strange, unexplainable things
happen at this house in Carnes.
Perhaps someday the occupants will
meet their annual visitors face to face!

Interviewers:
Patsy Donnelly
Deborah Brooks

Interviewees:
Mrs. Reb Willmon
Mrs. Howard Garner

Brownwood Mansion

Brownwood Mansion was once a
stately mansion and entertainment
center of the area. It was a popular
gathering place and a location for
parties and social events of all kinds.

The mansion is now an old, decaying,
brick cavity. The grounds are strewn
with litter and rubble.

But the stories and tales about the
mansion, which abound throughout the
county, are still widely told.

As with most stories of this nature,
the facts become colored and possibly
distorted with each telling, and each
narratorenhancesor misrepresents the
facts with his own particular versions
and augmentations.

Mrs. Telford, a lifetime resident of
Jackson County, gives a concise and
factual account of the incidents
surrounding this story.

Sometimes around the late 1930's or
early 1940’s, Lawrence Brown built
Brownwood Mansion for his mother
because he wanted her to have more
privacy i n h e r r e c l i n i n g years.

L a w r e n c ealso built a nannex t othe
mansion, containing a l l of his
mother’s old furniture and personal

belongings, which the superstitious and
sentimental Mrs. Brown was attached
to.

‘The mansionitself was a two-storied,
rectangular brick structure. An
unusually wide front walk led to a
highly adorned and arched front door.

Inside was a large foyer and wide
staircase. There were two huge
fireplaces. The house sits back from the
crookeddirt roadwhichwas, and still is,
the only accessable passage to tne
mansion.

Mrs. Brown was a firm believer in
reincarnation and the transmigration
of souls. Her wish was to return in her
next life as a bird and sit on the
magnolia tree. She also wished to be
cremated.

Her wish to be cremated, however,
was denied, and she had to settle for a
plot of the family

But Mrs . Brown may not have lost
her claim to fame entirely, as the
mocking bird in the magnolia treewill
testify.
Interviewers:

John Newman
Phil Broyles

Interviewee: Mrs. Sid Telford
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Grandfather’s House

Mrs. Dorothy Scott related a true
story that her grandfather, a Mr.
McAbee,had told her when she was a
little girl. According to Mrs. Scott, M r .
McAbeewas in his early twenties (she
was not sureof his age) when the story
occurred,

Soon after Mr. McAbee married, he
andhis wife movedto an old house out
onSandMountain that hadbelonged to
his grandfather, who had died before
Mr. McAbee was born. Mr. McAbee’s
father had told him that the house was
haunted with his grandfather’s ghost,
and that thehousehadnotbeen livedin
since his death.

M r . McAbee, no t being a
superstitious man, found no reason to
believe this absurd tale.

The McAbees lived in the house for
almost two weeks. It seems that almost
every night when they went to bed, they
heard sounds in the house, as if
someone were still up and moving
around. When they investigated the
sounds, they found nothing.

The strangest part about this whole
story is that, just as they were onthe
verge of sleep, they felt the bed move
and creak just like someone or
something was getting into bed with
them! This was the same bed Mr.
McAbee’s grandfather had slept in.

It did not take the McAbees long to
realize this was not the house for them.
They moved, and the house was soon
torn down at the request of the family.
Interviewer: Brenda Hardin
Interviewee: Mrs. Dorothy Scott

Pipes

Rolling In AChurch
My mother,Mrs. InaWhite, tells the

following story as it was related to her
in 1936, by her great-grandfather,
Tommy Smith. The setting is a church
in Stevenson.

Therewere four or five menwho took
some pipes to the church to be used in a.
heater. After they put the pipes inside,
they cut out the lights, went outside,
and locked the door. Then the pipes
started rolling through the church and
the lights came back on. This
frightened them terribly, and they left.
This story isreportedly true.
Interviewer: Debbie White
Interviewee: Mrs. Ina White

Something's Under The Floor
Around 1958, Cecil Stewart lived

about four miles outside Hollywood.
The only neighbors he and his wife,
Bobbie,hadwere thepeoplewhomoved
in and out of the house down the road.

Cecil began to wonder about the
houseandwhy nobody ever stayed in it
for more than aweek. He began asking
and soon found out that everyone who
hadlived therebelieved it was haunted.
Cecil doubtedthis,soone night he went
over to the newly occupied house and
asked if they had been hearing any
noises. The couple had been moved in
about two days. They had been hearing
knocking noises under the floor. Cecil
and M r. Edwards, the man who just
moved in, looked under the floor, but
they never saw anything that resem‑
bled a ghost.
As time progressed,one family after

another moved in and out. Around
ChristmasEve,fire destroyed a portion
of Cecil’s house, and he and his wife
decided to move. Their plans were to

The Church Ghost
In theearly 1900’snearWoodville M r.

Bill Shrader and some of his buddies
were pretending to have church inside
an old, abandoned church house.

It was night, and the only light the
boys had was an old lantern.

Mr. Shrader was acting as the
preacher, and his buddies were the
congregation. They were half-way

the pretend service when a
noise likeironchains andsteel balls hit
the floor. The lanternwent out and the
doors of the church, which were closed
and latched, flew open. A wind rose
quickly.

Mr. Shrader said that he and his
buddies almost killed each other
leaving the church.

Interviewer: Lar ry Lewis
Interviewee: Mr. Bil l Shrader

A Girl At The Window
One night when it was raining very

hard, Mrs. Veda Land’s grandmother,
Miss Moore, was alone in the kitchen
washing dishes. He r mother had just
hada newbaby gir l the day before.She
lookedat one of the windows and saw a
gir l who had her face pressed up
against the window and was smiling;
then she left. She got the lantern and
went into another roomanddid not tell ‑
anyone what she had been. The next
night the baby girl died at the same
time.

Interviewer: Denny Williams
Interviewee: Mrs. Veda Lands.

move to Scottsboro, but Cecil decided
instead to move into the old house down
the road.If anythingwasdriving people
out of the house, he would find out for
good what it was.

Cecil moved in to the house on
Christmas day. Within the next few
days,all his things were transferred to
theoldhouse. The next few nights in the
house were calm, and Cecil and his wife
heard nothing. Nothing at all was
bothering them. But about the fifth
night there were strange knocking
sounds heard under the floor. This
continued, so Cecil and his wife also
decided to l e a v e w i t h out even try‑
i n g to find out what the sounds were.

In January, 1959, Cecil and his wife
movedto Scottsboro,andto this day the
house still stands, outside Hollywood,
unoccupied.

Interviewer: SteveMaynor
Interviewee: Mr. Cecil Stewart

A Warning Of Death

Mrs.Sheltonsaidshe didn’t know if it
was a warning but several times at
night she would see a red light above
the graveyard. . She said the next
morning she would get word that
ha she knew had died during the.

it.

Mrs. Shelton said that the night her
husband’smother died, a strange collie
dog jumped upon the window. They
thought that it was a warning.

Interviewer: Bonnie Manning Franklin
Interviewee*Mrs. Shelton

Dogs And Death

WhenI visited Mrs. Shelton, she said
that when her husband was young he
and his sister were walking to a neigh‑
bor’s house to tell her that their mother
was very sick. The path went
through a graveyard and on the way to
theneighbor’s housea small, white dog
followed along beside them. This
scared them, because they knew that
there was not a small, white dog in the
neighborhood. On the way back home
they told the neighbor about the dog,
andshe told them it was a warning that
their mother was going to die. That
night their mother died.

Interviewer: Bonnie Manning Franklin
Interviewee: Mrs. Shelton
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How To Avoid Bad Luck

Donot bring anaxin one door of the
house and take it out another.

. Do not take the ashes out of the
fireplace between Christmas and New
Year’s.

Do not do any washing between
Christmas and New Year’s.

Placeahorseshoeover a door to keep
evil spirits out.

If one accidentaly swings a broom
over a bed, he should break the broom
to break the bad luck.

If a black cat crosses your path, turn
around backwards.

Make a cross when a black cat
crosses your path.

I f ablack cat crosses the road in front
of someone, he should turn his cap
around,

When a black cat crosses your path,
spit across your left shoulder to cross
out bad luck.

Never start a job on Friday unless it
can be finished that day.

Interviewers:
Loretta Cullins
Bonnie Manning Franklin
Susan Henshaw
Mike McCauley
Irene Mitchell
Carnell Townson
Ronald Wright

Interviewees:
Mami Manning
Mrs. Herman Bradford
Mrs. Lura Bates
Rony Mitchell
J.D. Shrader
Mrs. Shelton

Baby Superstitions
There are many superstitions con‑

cerning babies and their care.
following are a few of these.

Many ladiesbelieve that when a baby
begins to crawl, no oneshould step over
it at anytime. If someone does, it
stunt the baby’s growth.

Mothers of young children do not
have anything to worry about when it
comes to snakes. It is believed that a
snake wil l not bit a boy or girl younger
than seven years.

O S S

Superstit ions
One should never cut a baby’s nails

when it is lessthanwo monihs old, or it
will havetrouble cutting i ts teeth. If the
nails are cut before the child is n ine
months old, he will become a thief.

Mothers should turn the mirrors to
the wall before their babies are n i n e
months old. If by chance a baby sees
himself in a m i r r o r, his l i fe will be full
of trouble.

Parents should never cut the baby’s
hair before he is one year old, for this
action wil l shorten his life.

If an expectant mother is having
difficult labor, someone should put
snuff on her nose. Another thing that
helps is toboilwaterwitha silver dollar
‘in the bottom of the pot.

Interviewers:
Sallie Stratton
Theresa Fischer

Interviewee: Mrs. Bridges

Superstitions Concerning

Illness & Death

When someone in the house is sick, do
not take the ashes out of the fireplace
until the p e r s o ni swell.

If a row is missed when planting the
crops, someone in the family will die.

One should not watch a funeral
procession because he might be one of
the next three to die.

Picturesshould not be taken of a pet,
or it may die.

There are certain signs in the sky
which indicate when teeth may be
pulled. If these signs are not observed,
the patient will become i l l .
Interviewers:

Loretta Cullins
Susan Henshaw
Mike McCauley
Irene Mitchell
Carnell ‘fownson
Ronald Wright

Interviewees:
Mami Manning
Mrs. Herman Bradford
Rony Mitchell
Mr. J.D. Shrader
Mrs. Laura Bates

Odds And Ends
In Superstitions

If a screech owl is holloring, turn
your pockets inside out, and it will stop.

If someone’s nose is itching, he is
about to receive visitors.

If someone’s ear burns, he is being
talked about.

Interviewers:
Loretta Cullins
Bonnie Manning Franklin

M r s , J.D. Shrader

Aids For Weather
Predicting

Count the number of chirps a cricket
makes in one minute. Divide this by 4
and add 50. This will equal the
temperature.

When the wind blows out of the south
for three straight days, it is sure to rain.

Arain shouldalso be expected if ants
begin to pile dirt around the opening of
their home.

If the firebugs fly low to the ground,
rain is coming soon. If they fly high,
pretty weather is the prediction.

When there is a ring around the
moon, the number of stars within the
ring will indicate the number of days
until the next rain.

A beetle lying on its back clicking
means storms are near.

‘The last six days of a year combines
with the first six of the next year are
called the “ru l ing days.” Each day’s
weather represents the weather of that
respective month of the year.
Interviewers:

Ernest Guffey
Mike McCauley
Carnell Townson
Roger Woodall
Ronald Wright

Interviewees:
Mrs. Herman Bradford
Mrs. Joe Guffey
Mami Manning
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Activities At Aspel
‘Mrs.PaulineBensonstates that there

used to bea one-roomstore in Is
‘Alabama.The store was locatedat the
present site of M r. Bill Smith’s home.
pedstore was owned by Mr. Herbert

ith.

Mr. Smith’s wife got sick and they
moved to Tennessee. He sold his store
toMr. Buster Bradford. M r. Bradford
hadnot owned the store long before he
decidedto turn it intoadanceroom.He
quit the store business and gave the
one-room building to the community of
Aspel for entertainment purposes. The
placewas openedevery Saturdaynight
for square dancing. This was the only
day of the week it was open except on
holidays. The building usually opened
about six o’clock and closed at ten
o'clock every Saturday night. Usually
twenty or twenty-five people would
come each week.
_There was another recreation center
in Aspel. This was the old pbuilding
which stood in front of the Blowing
Cave near Salt Peter Cave. This
building was used as a dance center
also. It was larger than theoneown' by’
Mr. Bradford and contained a cafe in
the front part of the building. This
building was owned by Mr. Jim
Matthews.

During this time theselling of alcohol
was legal, and everyone brought his
own to the dances. Miss Myrtle
Hastings states that this was @rough
place and she never went there. Her
friends had been there and told her
about i t .

Mr. Clete Shelton said he was there
one Saturday night when things really
got rough. He said he was starting to
Teave about the time twomengot into a
fuss and began to fight. Then all of a
sudden, one cut the other with a
knife. After this incident many of the
youngsters’ parents wouldnot let them
go back for a long time. Then one
Saturday night another fight took
place; the owner turned out the lights
during the fight, and everyone started
fightingeachother.Onemangrabbeda
chair and said that the first one to hit
him was going to get a chair broken
over hishead.Shortly after this thecafe
and dance center was closed down.

a lantern and go into the cave to look
around.This event includedbothyoung
and old.

Interviewer: Mike Benson
Interviewees:

Miss Myrtle Hastings
M r. Clete Shelton
M y s . Pauline Benson

Bailytown
Asmallcommunity in JacksonCounty

now known as Bailytown was found
byM r.Bi l l Bai ly.Hemovedto this area
after the road from Paint Rock Valley
to Scottsboro was built.
The next family to move to the

community was the George Shaw
family. They moved there shortly after
Mr.Baily.Mr.W.W.Woodallmovedhis
family to Bailytown in 1938. Mr.
Woodall andseveralofhischildrenstill
live there.

Interviewers:
Roger Woodall
Clark Gwathney

Interviewee:
W.W. Woodall

Bellefonte
Bellefonte, a picturesque |

beside the Tennessee River, was the
first county seat of Jackson County.
This abandoned community is
presently located near Hollywood,
Alabama. Prior to the Civil War this
settlement had a population of about
twohundredwithseven lawyers, and it
was served by seven stage lines and
eleven steamboat lines.
Bellefontewas the cultural center of

Jackson County, which was basically
poor otherwise. There was somehigh
society in the community, and there
were a few plantations around
Bellefonte which had slaves for both
house and field.

Several historical buildings are still
standingatBellefonte.One of the oldest
is a two-story shell of the Bellefonte
Inn, which faced the old courthouse
built in 1828.Thehotelwas turned intoa
federal hospital for useduring theCivil
War. Dark spots can be seen on the
woodwork there andarebelieved to be
blood stains from amputations of arms
and legs of wounded soldiers.
There was quite a bit of fighting in

andaroundBellefonteduring that war.
The courthouse was burned duringthe
fighting if not somewhat earlier. The

Commun i t y Sketches
jails were left standing, and it is said
that a negro who allegedly killed a
settler couple was left in jail there.

Another old building that is still
visible today is the old general store
whichwasoperatedby Mrs.Snodgrass.
Approximately eight years after the

courthouse burned at Bellefonte, the
county seat was moved toScottsboro,
where it has remained to this day.
Interviewers:

Debbie Brazelton
Mike Greene
Stan Hall
Anita Walker
Kay Whitehead

Interviewees:
Mrs. Wallace Bradford
Ma r y Hastings
Frank Gregg

Gen. Morris
And Crabtree’s Cove
General Floyd Morris was born in

1890 in Winchester, Tennessee. General
Morris, his wife, the former Alley
Wright, and hiswife’s parentsmovedto
Crabtree Cove. General Morris built a
one-room house single-handedly.
When General Morris’ first son,

Floyd,was ten years old, he helped his
father bu i l danewhouseandbarn.This
house was two storieswith four rooms.
They built General Morris’ mother‑
inlaw a house of her own across
the cove.
For twenty years the Morris family

Jived alone in the cove. In 1930,Floy
Wright andBubWright moved intothe
covewith their families. Combined, the
three families hadtwenty-fivechildren.
The familiesbuilta school buildingand
hired a teacher from Winchester.

In 1940they builtablacksmithshop, 2
hotelanda railroad.By1950.there were
thirty families l ivingin thearea. In 1951
General Morris sold his land to a M r ,
Garter for one dollar anacre. TheJan
is now known as both Lakeview and
Crabtree’s Cove. General Morris now
lives at Skyline.

Interviewer: Tony Wininger
Interviewee: Ricky Saint

Dutton
The first post office in Dutton, which

was then known ds Press, was
established in 1884. During the eighty:
eight years since its founding, mne
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Interviewer: Diane Evans

Interviewee: Mr. Newton Bell

The Moody Brick Home
At Kyles

The Moody Brick is a very old house
at Kyles, Alabama, near Fackler. It
was built by slave labor for the family
of Mr. Albert Moody,a former probate
judge of Jackson County.

Amural of angels has been paintedon
the ceilings andwalls. An Indian came
to live with the owners until he
completed this work. According to one
source this was the same man who
painted the mural on the dome of the
United States Capitol in Washington,
DC .

The Moody Brick, preserved with
only slight changes from the original
structure, was a plantation home and
had cabins nearby to house the slaves.
There have been stories of slave
killings there, and some older people
say that when it rains theslaves can be
heard, singing and crying.

Mr. Frank Grigg
Mr. and Mrs. J.W. West

Old Church-School
Building At Kyles

This is the story of an old church‑
schoolbuildingwhich is locatedabout a
quarter of a mile from my home in
Kyles Community. My father, Mr.
Cornelison, told me a few things about
the old building. ‑

The building consists of one large
room with three windows in the back.
‘There are two doors in the front of the
building, and these are the only
entrances and exists other than the
windows. The building once contained
ten to twelve benches and one podium
at the front of the room upon a small
stage.

The building is over one hundred
years old. My father, who was born
around 1920, attended the school five
d a v sa week.ThenonSundaymostof the
families in the community attended
church, which was held in the same

Use of the building was stopped
twenty years ago.

Interviewer: Raymond Cornelison
Interviewee: M r. Lester Cornelison

Plane Crash In 1934
One morning about 4:00 a.m. Mrs.

Ella Mae Sharp was in her kitchen in
Kyles when she heard a plane right
over the house. Her daughter, who was
in bed, also heard i t . No one could see
the plane, however, because of the
heavy fog. Suddenly the whole house
trembled. Mrs. Sharp’s daughter ran
into the kitchen. Her son ran in about
the same time and said the plane had
crashed in a field close to the house.
The pilot had parachuted from the
plane safely. No one knew why the
plane crashed, but the pilot, whose
name was unknown, said he was off
course because of the fog.

The pilot deputized my grandfather,
SillasPatrickDudley,toguard themail
which was scattered all over the
ground.

Interviewer: Gary Sharp
Interviewee: Mrs . Ella Mae Sharp

Langston School
The first school in Langston was

located near what people called the
Cobbler Springs. It was a small one‑
room school with a plank floor. Ed
Michaeals was the only teacher in the
school.

The students sat on benches made
from logs.They hada tableat theendof
the room where the water was kept.
When more water was needed,
someone walked to the spring and
carried the water back to the school.
Everyone drank from the same
container. The students walked to
schoolbecausethat was the only way to
travel. They used primer books,
sometimes called “Little Red Hen
Books.””

The school only went through the
fourth grade; then students came to
Scottsboro and went to the old Centrel
Junior High School for the next two
grades. Students then went to the
Jackson County H igh School in
Scottsboro until graduation.

Interviewers:
Phillip Wilbourn
Waylon Simpson

Interviewees:
Glen Wilbourn
Vernon Wilbourn

Longhollow’s First Store
Mrs. Dixie Wyer’s grandmother,

Alice Cody, opened the first store in
Longhollow in 1959.Fifteenpeoplelived
in the area. Mrs. Cody converted an
old church intowhat is now Longhollow
Grocery Store.

The grocery store has been handed
down fromgeneration to generationfor

Interviewer: Kathy Neal
Interviewee: Dixie Myers

The Old Robison Home
At Longhollow

The Old Robinson Home at
Longhollow was built of red cedar and
weatherboarded yellowpoplar. It has
two brick fire places. The house is 150
years old. It was built before the Civil
War and never completely finished
becauseof thewar. There were pockets
built under the floor to hide meat and
food from Yankee soldiers. The attic
alsohadplaces to store grain and food.

Only three families have lived in the
house up to now: two Robertson an‑
cestors--William Nelson and Allen F.
Robertson--and Robertson Cemetery
has several slaves buried in i t . These
are believed to have belonged to Allen
F. Robertson.The cemetery is about a.
half a mile down the road from the
house.

There is a bigspring in a cavebehind
the housewhere the families got their
water. A bottom in the pond there has
never been found. During the summer
months, families used the spring as a
refrigerator.

Ben Lindsay lives in the Robinson
Home now.

Interviewer: Miss Charlene Selby
Interviewee: Mrs. Pearl Lindsay
Giddens

The Rocky Springs
Community

Rocky Springs is located near the
‘Tennessee-Alabama state line at the
mouth of a cove.

This area was less fertile than that
alongthe river,butmany people settled
In the early 1800’s there was a postal

service route which passed through
Rocky Springs. This service consisted
of mail delivery once every two weeks
by a postman on horseback.
A stagecoach road was constructed

along the postal route. The
stagecoaches carried passengers,
Juggage, and mail. This brought new
business to some communities, in‑
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Scottsboro Funeral Home

Gulf Service Station

NEWBUILDINGS
GaytredWarehouse
.Lorch’s
Sterchi’s
All Sport Sporting Goods
Moonlight Cafe
Hammers
David Lee’s
Word Arcade
Skelton’s Drug
Cato’s
Old Top Dollar Store Building
Derrick’s Department Store expanded
Causal Corner
Crawford Cleaners
Dr. Lynch’s OfficesooteoreAntiques

T.V. Cable
Parking lot of Skelton’s Drugs
Skeleton’s Drugs

RobertScott, buriedjust off Highway
35before the overpass, probably would
beamazedby thecity namedafter him.
New industry is steadily coming to this
area and causing the city’s population
to increase rapidly. It is said that
Scottsboro is the fastest-growing town
in North Alabama.

Interviewers:
Robert Cash
Jana Downey
Gwen Drinkard
Lois Dudley
Theresa Fischer
Chuck Gibson
Valerie Gogen
Mike Green
Shelia Hale
Rita Harless
Steve Patrick
Pam Sims
Sallie Stratton
Mark Thomas
Anita Walker
Brenda Whitehead
Kay Whitehead
Stanley Woodall

Interviewees:
M r . Virgil Bouldin
Mrs. R.R. Bridges, Sr.
Mrs. Nell Cas:
Miss Mary Cotten

Mrs. Mary Hastings
Mrs. Sanford E. Holland
Mr. and Mrs. Loudermilk
M r . Richard Patrick
Mrs. C.O. Penny
Mr. Gene Thomas
Mrs. Annie Lee Webb.

Scottsboro Freight Depot
M r . Frank Grigg states, “ Yo u may

remember the depot that was right
across from us here to the north. That

was the passenger depot. It was not
here during the Civil War, but the
freight depot was. The town was
centered around where the depot is
today. It is the only building in
Scottsboro that received a shell shot
during the Civil War.” Mr. Griggs tells
the following story:

“Captain Lyon left Tennessee down
through Maynor’s Cove. He went down
what we call Tupelo Pike. He left this
road and went down Kyle Street which
was, at that time, the old stage road
from Tennessee. He was crossing the
railroad where the welding shop is
today.He looked down theolddepo tand
saw some Yankee troops unloading
supplies. Captain Lyon, being sort o fa
daring fellow, ordered the one gun he
had t ob eu n l i m b e r e dand fired. I tw a sa
direct hit on the east end of the depot.
This frightened the troops and they ran
away, deserting their ports. Thepeople
of Scottsboro came back to the depot
andgot the supplies which they n ded
very badly. The scar on the depot can
beseen today.That is probably theonly
cannon shot in Scottsboro. Wedidhave
many skirmishes though. Oneoccurred
where the Church of God is now. That
was probably the biggest one.””

Interviewer: Anita Walker
Interviewee: M r . Frank Griggs

Triple Hanging
During the 1850’s, a man named

Henry Porter moved here from
England, He had disease and was
expected to die, buthis conditionbegan
to improve. Then he built a home on
Sand Mountain and called it Porter's
Bluff.Por ter,hiswife, hiswife’s sister,
and the two girls who livedin the house
were well liked by everyone.

One night the household was
awakended by the sound of gunshots.
This night of March, 1883, became a
nightmare. The members of the
householdsaw four men coming toward
the house. The men entered and
demanded five hundred dollars, which
Mr.Porter did not have. The men, now
angry, set a bed on fire, using coaloil.
Trying to salvage some of their

belongings,oneof the younger girls was
pushedinto the burninghouseby one of
the men.

The people wanted to hang whoever"
committed the crime, even though they
were generally opposed to hanging.

John Grayson, an older man named
George Smith, and two young boys,
George and Asbury Hughes were
arrested a few days later. They
admitted stealing some meat, but
insisted that they were innocent con‑
cerning the houseburning.

Theywere tried in Bridgeport. Three
of them were convicted of arson.

GeorgeSmithwas caught last. Smith
testified that hehad nothing to do with
the incident, but he stated that he
probably deserved a hanging for some
other crimes that hehad committed in
other states.

In June the next year they stood trial,
and they all claimed to be innocent
throughout the trial.

George Smith and the Hughes
brothers were sentenced to hang, but
John Grayson received _ l i fe
imprisonment. Three thousandpeople
came to watch the hanging. The
sentences given had caused
mixed feelings.

Before the hanging, each man was
baptized in jail, and each spoke to the
crowd declar ing his innocence.

- They were hanged in privacy in
Scottsboro.

This was the first time that a white
manwas hangedfor arson in Alabama.

A few years later an old
schoolteacher confessed to burning the
house down. He confessed it while on
Ta deathbed; hediedonly ashort while
iter.

After hearing the confession, people
were quite stirred by the thought that
three innocent victims of justice had
beenmistakenly hanged is incident
createdsomuch resentment andmixed
emotions around Jackson County and
the surrounding area that the triple
hanging was marked as one
of the last e v e rto occur in
Jackson Counteines °

Interviewers:
Valerie Gogan
Mike Carter

Interviewees:
Mr. Ken Gist
Mrs. Lucas Stanfield

Last Hanging In
Jackson County

The last person to be hanged in
Jackson County, according to M r.
Snodgrass, was Mr. Bob Rucketts,
accused of murdering his wife. Mr.
Rucketts was having an affair with
anotherwoman.Whenheaskedhiswife
for a divorce, she refused, so he killed
her and threw her into a sink hole. She
me found three weeks later by neigh‑
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hand bell to call the children in to

school. She wasa strict principal and
believed in using the paddle instantly.
One of the teachers, Miss Gertrude
Stockton, also believed in strict
punishment.Her favoriteweaponwas a
ruler. She slapped legs that were
protruding into the aisle when they
should have been under the desk.

The children dressed simply. No
pants were worn by the girls. Many of
the boys wore overalls. It was
consideredproper for the girls’ dresses
to come over the knee. They did not
enjoy riding the “rickety-rackety”
school buses over the poorly
constructed roads. They did enjoy
putting up a Christmas tree, having
Easter egg hunts, and other holidays
we enjoy today.

Interviewer: Debra Wildman
Interviewee: Mrs. Pauline Wildman

The First Wannville
Church

The first church in Wannville was
used as a general meeting place and
recreationalarea. It was onone acre of
landwhich was set aside by the owner,
J.D. Shrader’s great-grandfather.

When the church was first built in the
late 1800’s, it was only a one-story
buildingwith ahitchingpost in front. In
1910 the church burned. This time the
building was two stories with a bell
tower. About 1912 the top story and the
bell tower were removed. It then
became the first school in Wannville.
Interviewer: Carol Miller
Interviewee: J.D. Shrader

Although Woodvilie is now a
currently changing communi ty,
electricalpower didnot exist until1947.
Kerosene lamps provided light, and
water was drawn from wells.

One of the most tragic events that
occurred in Woodville was the burning
of the high school in the early 1950's.
The exact cause of the fire was un‑
determined, but it was thought to have
beenstartedbysparks from anoldflue.
Although the old building was
completely destroyed, a l l persons
escaped in ju ry.

Some men attending class under the
GI Billwere at the schoolwhen the fire
occurred. They managed to save
several typewritersby tossing them out
the windows.

buildings in Woodville.
Interviewers:

Nelson Page
John Hughes

Interviewee: Edward Page
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debris coming fromthecave This time,

over three or four rooms were
washed away by the water.

The cave is now posted, and people
enter at their own risk.

Interviewer:
Cathy Wilkerson
Tom Kolarik

Cave At Guesses Creek
There is a cave at GuessesCreek that

makesa person colder as he gets to i t .
Theoriginalnameof this cave hasbeen
forgotten. When anyone walks into i t ,
the experience is like walking into a
gigantic room. In the rear of the cave
there is a small stream.

ManyIndiansigns andmoundsare in
the cave. It is said that a few years ago
an old Indianman slipped into the cave
and dug up some of the graves.
Supposedly,hetook someof the articles
buried with the Indians.

The cave has served many useful
purposes, People once kept their milk
and butter in it to keep it from spoiling.
Also when cemetery decorations were
held, some people would gather at this
cavebeforegoing totheaffair. Guesses
Cave is another of the many interesting
caves explored by this publication.

Interviewer: Irene Mitchell
Interviewee: Rachel Myers

Meeker Cave
Meeker Cave is located in Sweden’s

Cove near Stevenson. The cave was
first found in 1888 by Mr.T.R. Meeker.
In the early 1900’s thecavewas usedfor
the mining of coal, but this only lasted
about two years.

Deerhunters frequently camp in theove for days. Also many tourists visit
ere.

Interviewer: Stanley Parker
Interviewee: Ricky Steele

The Old Lead Mine
There is a cave with lead deposits

storedin i t ,going under CrowMountain
at Big Coon. It was discovered before
the Civil War and mined on a small
scale.Theleadwashauledto Stevenson
and made into bullets. Because of
Union soldiers during the Civil War,
bullet molds and a small furnace were
moved to the mine for protection from
forces at Stevenson. Here the bullets
were made for the Confederate
soldiers. However, very few bullets
reached them. Instead they were
distributed among the farmers. As far
as anyone knows, a landslide covered

the mouth of the cave and hid i t . The
molds, furnace andmining equipment,
along with lead ladles and water
buckets, are still in the cave.

Interviewer: Jerry Cunningham
Interviewee: Jeffery Bailey

Russell Cave
People say that Russell Cave had

people living in it hundreds of years
ago. The cave is located in the
northeastern part of Jackson County
near Bridgeport.

The cave is now a_ national
monument, and tours are conducted
there. A building at the cave houses
articles that men have found in the
area,

Explorers have found old bones of
people and animals. Some pottery has
been found, and some of the old
weapons areondisplay in the buildings.

Interviewer: Michael Lewis

Salt Peter Cave

Salt Peter Cave is located near
Scottsboro on the road to Aspel at
Sauta. The cave was once used by the
Indiansfor shelter and during the Civil
War to minesaltpeter for explosives. It
was the first county seat for Jackson
County until 1821 when Bellefonte
received this destinctidn.
Salt Peter Cave made history during

theCivilWar becauseofextensive mine
operations carried on by the Con‑
federate government. Therefore,
production reached its peak at the
outbreak of the war. Men around
Scottsboro could meet their mil i tary
obligations by working the mine. Mrs.
A.B. Petty’s grandfather worked there
around 1862 and 1863.

Until that time, Jerry French had
owned the mine and John B. Boren
operated i t . Shortly after, French sold
the mine. It was taken over by the
federal government when General
Mitchell found thecave and took all the
workers prisoners.

To get the mat ter from the cave, a
track of sweet gum poles was laid a
quarter of a mile into the opening.
Mules were used to pull the material
out when it reachedthe opening. It was
then dumpedintoa largehopper.Water
came from a spring a quarter of a mile
from the cave near the top of Gunter’s.
Mountain. Particles from the interior
were then combined with ashes.

Next the mixture was boiled in huge
kettles. The product, saltpeter was
poured up and sent to the railway
Station five miles away at Larkinsville.
It was then shipped to Rome,Georgia,
where it was used for gun poweder.

There is a huge rock near the mouth
of the cave.Underthe rockare burieda
Negro man anda horse. The rock fell
froma ledgeandburiedthepair as they
were hauling saltpeter from the cave.

After the war the government sold
this property to Jim Matthews.He and
his family used this place as a dance
hall. They also built a cafe and cabins.
pa Saturday,nights cock fights were

The cave is approximately forty feet
wide, thirty feet high andabout two and
one-half miles deep in solid rock. The
temperature in the cave is about 55
degrees F. On the walls of the cave are
names of people tho have visited the
caveand thedateof the visits. They are
written with soapstones.

There is anotheropeningtoSalt Peter
Cave. It is 250 feet above the main
entrance. The cave below the main
opening is a branch of Salt Peter Cave.
There aremetal gates in front of all the
entrances of this cave.

In the cave there is a creek that
contains blind fish. Beyond the creek,
the cave forks off in two or three
directions. To get to a larger room of
the cave, it is necessary to crawl
through a small hole.

People use to gather to explore the
cave. Several efforts have been made
to develop this cave because of its
potential asa tourist attraction. As one
looks toward the outside, the opening
resembles a ball of fire. Toward the
back there is amountain called Rocky
Mountain,When examining this part of
the cave,explorersmust be careful not
to take a wrong turn coming out.

The cave is now being used as a
fallout shelter by Jackson County’s
Civil Department.

Interviewers:
Jana Downey
Chuck Gibson
Tom Green
Mike Greene
Cindy Hicks
Tom Kolarik
Steve Maynor
Steve Patrick
Gay Zilbert

Interviewees:
Rose Dulaney
Mr. Lee Hancock
Mr. Chester Hastings
Mrs. A.L. Petty ”
Bertha Sparks
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Ice Storm

It beganrainingearly onemorning in
1960and continued raining all day. The
temperature dropped radically during
the day, and the rain began freezing.
Late that evening l imbs began
cracking, and trees began breaking.
The temperature was still falling, and
the freezing rain continued drizzling

l o w n .

By the next morning all the electric
linesat Skyline were onthe ground, and
everyone was out of electricity. The
power company tried to fix the lines,
but they were coveredwith somuch ice
that they broke again. It was bitter
cold, and due to the increasing number
of lines down, the power company
began begging people to help in
repairing them. They could not ac‑
complish much, however, because it
was so cold.

Later that day, the temperature
dropped still further, and the ground
became a solid sheet of ice. Mrs.
Manning remembersa fence out by her
home that looked like a block of ice all
the way to the ground. They hadto cook
on a wood stove, and Mrs. Manning’s
job was to go outside and break off bits
of ice for their tea.

One of the main problems in this
storm was the absolute lack of
communication that it caused. There
was, of course, no radio, and the roads
were impossible due to the ice.

After a few days of slightly warmer
weather, people from other areas of the
country came up the mountain just to
see the ice. One man from Tupelo
stated that it was worth every bit of
fifty dollars just to see it!

Mrs. Manning stated that the people
in Skyline were without electricity for
two weeks. She is sure that it is the
biggest ice storm ever seen in Jackson
County.

Interviewers:
Bonnie ManningFranklin
Al Butler

Interviewees:
Mrs. George Manning
M r . Alvin Butler

Big Snow

During the second week of Decem‑
ber, 1961, snow began falling on
Cumberland Mountain. Temperatures
droppedrapidly, and by nightfall it was
ten degrees. The next morning people
awoke to finda foot of snow spread all
across the mountain. In some spots the
drifts covered cars.

The power lines broke from the
weight of ice. For eleven days there
was no electricity, and people with
electric heat were forced to stay with
their realtives.

Interviewer: Randall Harrison
Interviewee: Jack Martin
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Coi. 1 2 Ala. Inf.

Sp. Am. War

William Porter
Dec. 15, 1890 - June 20, 1956
Veteran of World War I

Jane Proctor
Born Jan. 7, 1786
Died Jan. 18, 1863.

Jeremiah Proctor
Tennessee
Pvt. 1 Regt. West Tenn. Militia
War of 1812
1777 - 1839

The following epitaphs of interest
were also found in Cedar Hill
Cemetery:

O be joyful unto the Lord,
Let us heartily rejoice in the
strength of His salvation.

It was hard indeed to part with thee,
But Christ’s strong a rm supported

me.

Sunset and evening star,
And one clear call for me!
And may there be no moaning of the

bar
WhenI put out to sea.

God gives us love,
Something to love,
He lends us.

She was a kind and affectionate wife.
a fond mother anda friend to all.

A loving wife, amother dear,
lies buried here.

Woe thou who no longer stay
To cheer me with thy love
I hope to meet with thee again
In yon bright world above

Since he went home
the long, long days have
Crept away like years.
‘The sunlight is dimmed
With doubts and fears and
Dark nights rained many tears

Contributed by Deleslyn Bruce ,
Miranda Jacobs, Rachel Lockard, and
Carol Miller.

Freeman’s Cemetery
WOOD'S COVE, ALABAMA

Inf. son of W.E. & Bessie Carter
born and died
Feb. 10, 1903

- Julia A. Childress
Born Dec. 6,-1832
Died Jan. 15, 1905
Age 72 years
1 mo. & 9 days

Sleep on dear mother,
And take thy rest.
God called thee home,
He thought it best.

James A. Gayle
born

Aug. 18, 1894

Mary Alice Judge
April 22, 1867
June 14, 1936

Robert M. Judge
1864 - 1950

W.A. Roach
Oct. 26, 1877
May 23, 1940

Mary E.
Wife of
A-F. Rounsavall
born Dec. 25, 1835
died Jan. 29, 1875

Willie E. Swaim
Dec. 29, 1901
Oct. 26, 1924

Willie
Son of W.S. and Ellen White
Born Dec. 17, 1895
Died Sept. 6, 1896

He was the sunshine of our home.

J R .
Son of J.W. & S.C. Wilhelms
Born
Nov. 27, 1887
Died
Sept. 18, 1908

Though thou ar t gone
Fond memories cling to thee.

Contributed by Glenda Durham.

Goosepond Cemetery
SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA

Dovie Belle
Born: November 28, 1876
Died: January 26, 1945
She has changedher cross for a crown.

Jonnethan Finney
Born: August 11, 1872
Died: July 20, 1958
His memory is blessed.

Carl L a w
Born February 28 1894
Died: January 17, 1972

Earth has no sorrow that heaven
cannot heal.

Robertson lem
Eligah B. [figon

Born: November 16, 1814
Died: July 5, 1894

Gone but not forgotten

Contributed by: Michael Wilson

Hollywood Cemetery
HOLLYWOOD, ALABAMA

Maurine Bryant
1915 - 1915

52 USNR
World War IT
Feb. 11, 1911
Jan. 18, 1957

World War I
October 3, 1893
Jan. 30, 1951

Albert Baxton Dudley
Born April 22, 1837
Died June 2, 1872

Resting ’ti l the resurrection.

S. Alabama Elkins
Born
Dec. 21, 1839
Died
Feb. 4, 1905

Farewell,dear mother, Sweetly rest.
Weary with years and worn with pain.
Farewell t i l l in some happy place, We
shall behold thy face again.

Elijah Ellison
Cpl 527 Serv. Bn.
Engr. Corps
World War I

Curtis Alexander Holt
Alabama M Sgt
60Infantry WW II Korea
Oct. 31, 1911
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Cowley

Oct. 3, 1878
July 27, 1919

God Gave, God Took He will be here
He doeth things well.

David P. Cowley
August 19, 1889
April 4, 1962

Another link is broken in our beloved
band, A golden chain is forming in a
better land.

MOTHER
Catherine
Evans
June 6, 1799
Sept. 24, 1879
FATHER
Thos J.
Evans
May 19, 1796
Aug. 5, 1875

Dear Parents, Though we miss you
much, We know you rest with God.
EVANS
W. Wallada
Evans
May 7, 1801
Sept. 24, 1889

It was hard indeed to part with thee
but Christ is strong and supported me

Carla L. King
Oct. 25, 1886
Oct. 25, 1937 .

The earthly song is ended, the voice
joins the heavenly choir.

OLINGER
J. Henry
Mar. 4, 1876
Feb. 8, 1943
Nancy C.
Mar. 11, 1873
Mar. 22, 1948

Benjamin Perry
July 24, 1846
July 24, 1931

Resting in hope of a Glorious
Resurrection

Jane Perry
Feb. 24, 1847
Nov. 9, 1925

Restoring hope of the Glorious
Resurrection

July 1, 1871
Died
Nov. 8, 1892

For MaryI lived,
F o r MaryI rest.

Howard Royce
Woodall
1917 - 1963~

Peter’s Cemetery
WOODVILLE, ALABAMA

Mary Eliza Houk
~ July 2, 1855 - December 28, 1935

Life’s work well done, she rest in
peace.

William S. Patterson
December 10, 1876 - October 13, 1918
Woodman of the World Tombstone

Weep not for me my companion dear,
I am not dead but sleeping here.

He was beloved by God and man.

Amanda Peters
Born 1857
Died April 2, 1902

Her happy soul has winged its way to
a pure bright eternal day.

Carrie Peters
Born April 18, 1884
Died August 3, 1908

How sweet to think of her in her new
home.

George W. Rousseau
1864 - 1949

A precious one from us has gone.
A voice we loved is stilled.
A place is vacant in our home,
Which never can be filled.

William M. Sherrell
Born March 25, 1875
Died Feb. 11, 1924

To him we trust a place given among
the saints with Christ in heaven.

Lucinda Tipton
Born Oct. 12, 1841
Died Nov. 21, 1916

She has gone to her home in heaven

Virginia Rachel Wallace
August 30, 1920 - July 23, 1921

The spirit hath rest, thy sufferings
are over.

Contributed by: Mack Peters, Debbie
Karrh

Scott Cemetery
SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA

John William
Bynum
Born
Nov. 1, 1867
Died
June 13, 1868

Katie May Bynum
Born
Oct. 29, 1880
Died
Jan. 18, 1881

Lill ie Bynum
Born
Aug. 30, 1868
Died

Contributor: Susan Henshaw

Skyline Cemetery
SKYLINE, ALABAMA

Abram Marinoh
Co. A
I s t Ala. vid. Cav.

Wm. Messer
Co. H.
Is t Ala. Cav,

William T. Bradford
Alabama
Pvt. 113 Guard Co. Asc.
World War I
April 3, 1890 ( 2 ) ‑

July 11, 1954
Contributed by: Mary Buford

Union Cemetery
WOODVILLE, ALABAMA

George Bulman
Born Dec. 1, 1852
Died March 6, 1905

“There’s a beautiful region above the
skies, And I love to read its shores, For
I know I shall find my treasure there.
The loved one gone before.”

Flora E. Hodges
Born Oct. 23, 1891
Died Nov. 16, 1917

“Just when we learned to love her
most, God called her back to heaven.”

J.W. Hodges
Born April 17, 1853
Died Jan. 5, 1927

“A loving father, a husband dear, A
noble Christian resting here.”

Catherine Maples
Born Dec. 19, 1805
Died June 20, 1893

“Kind mother in love thou art gone to
rest. To her pardoner with the pleasure
of the blest.”

Contributors: Mack Peters and Debbie
Karrh
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Odds And Ends

Introduction
In talking with various peop ie

throughout the country, we came
across many interesting stories and
tidbits of information that we just could
not categorize. So we finally grouped
them together andlabelled them “Odds
and Ends.””

Hobos
During theyoungyears of our county,

there was a large group of men
hobos. They spent their lives l iving off
others plus whatever else they could
find.

My mother’s father, M r. Jessie had a
relativewho was a hobo. This hobo had
many exciting and trying adventures
throughout his life. Here is one of
them:

The hobo had been traveling all day
and had became very tired and sleepy,
sohebegansearching for a place to bed
down. When he came upon a small
shack, he decided that it would do. He
went inside and pulled a piece of wood
over to lay his head on. When the hobo
haddozedoff to sleep hewas awakened
by a movement of the wood. He placed
the wood back under his head and
continued to sleep. A few moments
later he was awakened by the same
movement. This continued throughout
the night.

The next day when the hobo awoke,
hediscoveredhis trouble. He found that
hehad been sleeping on another hobo’s
peg leg.
Interviewer: Sheila Hale
Interviewee: Mrs. Dovie Hale

Horse Theft
In the 1920's, most people still used

horses as their chief methods of
transportation, and therefore, a horse
was a very valuable possession.

One very old lady, who lived in the
mountains had only two horses. One
afternoona rough lookingman came by
her place and asked if he could borrow
herhorse for about two days. Shewas a
ve r y k ind woman who trusted
everyone, so she let him borrow i t .

When the two days were up, she had
notseen him.After two weeks hadgone
by, she went to town to see the sheriff.
She told him that shewanted her horse
back. He told her that he and his men
would get the thief and bring back her
horse.
A few more weeks went by, and

final ly the sheriff found the thief and

the horse and brought both of them
back. When the deputy took the lady’s
horseback to her, she askedhimwhere
the thief was. The deputy told her that
he was dead. A l l horse thieves were
hanged in those days. It was the law.

Interviewer: Marlene Mitchell
Interviewee: Roney ( E v e t t ) Mitchell

Mirror, Mirror
Mrs. Luci l le Harr is does not

remember the name of her gran‑
dmother who lived during the 1800’s.
Mrs. Harris’ grandmother was a slave
when she was young. She lived in a
cabin that was built of logs. Mud was
putbetween the cracks when it got cold.
She went to work everyday except
Sunday because she said, “This is the
Lord’s Day. ”

It would be late in the evening when
she came home from her job, and she
would bevery tired from the hardwork
that she had done.

Mrs. Harris’ grandmother did not
have a large mirror aspeople dotoday,
but she had one that was small in size.
Once she had forgotten about the small
mirror that was built inside of the
cracks in the wall. She was getting
ready for church one night when all at
once she thought someone was peeping
in onher.Soshe startedscreaming, and
herneighborcame running to her cabin
because they thought someone was
breaking in onher.When they got there
they asked what was the matter. She
pointed to the small mirror in the wal l
that rocked like a window glass, but it
was her own reflection which had
scared her.

Interviewer: Roy Hutchens
Interviewee: Mrs. Lucille Harris

The Snake Story
One of the largest snakes ever seen in

this area was discovered by Mr. Polk
Wynn back in 1912. One Sunday he was
coming from church which was then
held in McCutcheon’s school house,
better known as Hell’sHalf Acre. As he
walked along, he met up with a large
rattlesnake approximately ten inches
around and six or seven feet long. Mr.
Polk followed the snake down Old
Damp Lane with a fence railing in his
hand. He never used the ra i l i ng ,
however, because he was afraid of the
snake’s size. Instead, he set fire to the
brush pile, hoping the snake would run
out. It undoubtedly ran into a hole
instead.

Every spring the same snake crossed
the road in approximately the same
place heading toward Old Damp Lane.

The snake would then crawl off July
Mountain into the bottoms to find
water. The children in the area were
always afraid to play around these
bottoms.
Mrs .PearlGidden’s grandmother,as

alitt legir lof ten, can remember seeing
thewide track madeby the huge snake.
Interviewer: CharleneSelby
Interviewee: Mrs. Pear!
Giddens

Teaching Singing School
I interviewed M r . Roy Osborne

December 10, 1972, over the telephone.
The information I was interested in
c o n c e r n e dhishobbyo fteaching singing
schools. He has been to various chur‑
ches all around Cumberland Mountain
to teach these schools. I asked him to
explain the methods he uses.
Mr. Osborne said that first of all he

has everyone to sing a song and then
listen to him sing certain spots so that
he and the people can get used to each
o t h e r .

Lindsay

Next, he gives out small workbooks
called rudiment books. They contain al l
the information needed to teach the
entireschool,andeveryone is givenone
to use.
Next Mr. Osborne stated, is the

process of using the musical scale (do,
re, me, fa, so, la, ti, d o ) . He teaches
everyone theproper way to sound each
note,going over it time and time again
until everyone catches on. He teaches
people how to tell if they are
pronouncing the sounds correctly.
_ Mr. Osborne said that it is very
important to attend the school
beginning with the first day, for if
someonemisses thefirst few days, it is
almost impossibleto understandwhat’s
going on later.

After he is satisfied with the way the
people sing the musical scale, the next
step is learningto beat time. This is the
movement of one’s a rm throughout a
songwhen directing a choir. There is a
certain motion for each different time.
He said that this was a very important
step. After a few days he has everyone,
or almost everyone, singing and
beating time correctly.
The complicated part is learning to

readthemusic.Everyone learnshow to
read and look at a measure and tell if
i t ’s full. He draws them on a chalk
board and explains them carefully.
After everyone has completed the

singing school, the class gives a con‑
cert. He then gets each person who has
learned to direct in front of the choir
and has him lead a song. That is the
final step in the school.
Interviewer: Bobby Manning
Interviewee: M r . Roy Osborne
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Syrup Making

Syrup making is sometimes
considereda hobby, but some people do
it for a living.

M r. Louis Farmer tells us:

“This is the only way I have amakin’
a livin’ for me and my family. I went
into this kind of business ’cause I
thought I ’d made more money. My
father done it when hewasyounger, and
heenjoyed it very much. I went into the
syrup business in 1945, and enjoyed it
then and still do. I got my two patents
up there in Washington, D.C., enabling
me to do this type work.

“I grow my own sugar cane. My
fields consist of one hundred acres or
more.The cans the syrup is put in come
from Continental Can Company,
Tallapoosu(Tallapoosa), Georgia. We
make two hundred and fifty to three
hundred and fifty cases of syrup daily.
We have two trucks on the road takin’
our goods to various states.

“Our main salesman is Bil l Black. I
pay him five hundred dollars monthly
and for his motel bi l l while t rave l ing .
Wesell to al l the A & P’s, Winn Dixie’s,
Piggly Wiggly’s, and Gibson’s in the
state of Alabama. We also serve five
other states.

“We have a machine that cuts the
cane and another to gather it on a
conveyor wagon. After beinggathered,
it goes through several different steps
before the syrup is actually ready. It is
automatically sent through a machine.
The machinecan hold from six to eight
tons in one hour. This is put in an air
tight container that holds the stem and
juice in.This evaporates and makes the
syrup. If we have a cracked jar, it will

leak,andwewill have to stop and clean
it up.

“When I was a small boy, I dreamed
of always operating my own business.

“ I t takes lots of electricity to run my
business,about three hundred and fifty
dollars monthly. Wenever mess up and
have to start over. We do, sometimes,
have to stop and repair the labeling
machine. It takes six hands to fix i t .

“There is a bigprofit in my business,
about one hundred and five thousand
dollars annually! Yeah, we really enjoy
it.My whole family is in i t . Ihave a boy
a Pisgah who is in the same business
’m in.

“Wealsosell honey.Wehave our own
bees. Our profit is about fifteen
thousand dollars annually. I don’t like
this near as muchas syrup making, but
it does help pay the bills. We sell the
honey to two different wholesale
companies l ike C.B. Ragdon and
Maylon and Hyde.”

Mr. Farmer showed us through his
mil l and explained a l l the parts to us.
He alsoshowedushow thecane is taken
from the field to the mill.

His whole fami ly enjoys syrup
making and will strive to make it a
more profitable business.

Interviewer:
Gay Zilbert
Anita Walker
Mike Greene

Interviewee: Mr. Lewis Farmer

The Bird Dog Mule

Oneday a man was sitting on the side
of d road when his neighbor came
riding toward him. He rode a mule and
had a shotgun slung over his shoulder.
“Whar ya’ goin’?”“Hunt in ”
“Whatcha huntin’?””“Birds.”
“Whar’s yer dawg?”
“Ain't got nun.”
“How’r ya gon’ to hunt birds
without a bird dawg?”
“My mule points e m . ”
“Land! I don’t believe that.”
“Well, you jest foller m e ! ”

They went out in the fields and in a
minute the mule stopped dead still and
pointed. The man jumped off his back,
flushed the birds, and shot a couple.

“Man! If I hadn’t seen that with my

own eyes, I wouldn’t e’r believed i t ! ”

“You think that’s sumpt in ’ ! He'll tree
squirrels, too!”

“Would ya sell ’em?”
“Yeah, but he’ll come high.”

Soright out t h e r ein the field the two
menmade the deal. The mangot on his
new mule and started to ride off.

“Whoa, whoa!”’“Huh?”
“There’s sumptin’ I ’ ve got to tellya

*bout that there mule.”
“What’s that?”
“ Ya can’t hunt him near water.”
“Why’s that?”
“Cause he’d rather fish as hunt.”

Interviewer: Rodney Jones
Interviewee: Mr. J.R. Porch
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Lizzie Wright
Approximately 1945, when To m

Wright or any of his family lost
anything, they would ask Lizzie Wright
where it was.There was noearthly way
she could know where it was, for she
was an invalid, but wherever she toldoonit was, that is where they would
find i t .

Interviewer: Linda Webb
Interviewee: Miss Hazel Wright


